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L. The First Christmas A Pes net * ey 
When God CortheW World Ready 


\ the Christmas spirit after all? A lady said oe 
recently, “It will not be Christmas this Surely 
son wil] not be able to be with us.” 
Christmas would be more enjoyable at 
family could be with us. But is this what 3 
i+. makes it*Christmas? 
It takes time to get ready for anything that | 
is worth doing, God used centuries, even 
niums, in getting the world ready for the first 
Christmas the world ever knew. 

What does Paul mean by “in the: fulness off’ 
time.”? In the New Testament, Good News for 
Modern Man, we read: 
right.” This says that everything had to be j 
right for.Christ to come into the world—that 
did not come until this was true. God’s 
was perfect. What are some of the 
did to get the world ready for the first Christ- © : 


By a B. 
New Salem Church, 


sons.’ 


Are you ready for Christmas? This ‘is the 
question that is perhaps being asked more than 
any other during these days. What do we mean 
when we ask this question? Is it a matter of 
making out a list? Or getting our shopping done? 
Or mailing all our cards? Just what do we real- 
ly mean by getting ready for Christmas? 


1 and toys—the 
r shopping done 
—have we in all these things lost the real mean- 
ing of Christmas, as many fear that we may 
have? A ‘statement that has come from the Scal 
“I just can’t seem 
>. Christmas. spirit. anymore.”" What is_...-—__«—- 


In the midst of all the ti 
frantic fury of rushing to get 


of mens in recent years is: 
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“But when the fulness of the time was come, 
God sent forth his Son, made of .woman, made , 


under the law to redeem them that“ were under 
the law that we might receive the adoption of 


JACKSON, 
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“When the time .was-7 


I. God Prepared the Environment into Which 

; Jesus Came i 
Ths necessarily looks at some of the physi- 
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or /3-79SBC Emphases 


NASHVILLE (BP) — About 800 
Southern Baptist leaders. took a long 
look into the future of space and re- 
ligion here at the Southern Baptist 
Pianning and Promotion Conference. 

Providing the peek into the future 
of space for the next 15 years was Ed- 
ward B. Lindaman, a. space scientist 
and department manager at North 
American Rockwell Corporation Dow- 
ney, Calif. 

Albert McClellan. of Nashville, 
program planning secretary for the 
Southern Baptist Executive Commit- 
tee unveiled proposed religious objec- 
tives, themes and emphases 
Southern Baptists for a six - year 
period, 1973-79. 

The two speakers shared the atten- 
tion of the Baptist leaders with Evan- 
gelist Billy Graham, who spoke at a 
luncheon, and Olin T. Binkley, presi- 
dent of Southeastern Baptist Theolo- 
gical Seminary, Wake Forest, N. C. 

Lindaman, who has accepted the 
presidency of Whitworth College at 
Spokane, Washington, told the Baptist 
leaders the same principles of plan - 
ning for space exploration could be us- 
ed to plan for accomplishing the 
mission of the church. 

Five elements comprised the plan- 
ning process for the moon shot, Lind- 
aman said. He identified them as 
tems, goals, objectives, measurement 
of feedback and resources. 

Describing the advances in space 
exploration, Lindaman said this 
nation's orbiting observatory on its 
first anniversary in space on Decem- 
ber 6 provided the knowledge the uni- 
verse containing earth is 40 billion 
light years wide, twice the size men 
had thought. 

Concerning the proposed trip to 
Mars, Lindaman said such a venture, 
if undertaken, would begin on Novem- 
ber 21, 1981 from a 270 - foot - long, 
12 - man space craft attached to an 
orbiting space station. 

Such a trip would find the explorers 
August 
and arriving home by way of Venus 
on August. 19, 1983, almost two years 
after the trip started. 

A report by the joint SBC - state 
planning committee provided the look 
at the future in the area of religion. 

McClellan, the general chairman, 


NASHVILLE (BP) — Evangelist 
Billy Graham told 800 top Southern 
Baptist leaders here he agrees with 
Southern Baptist President W. A. Cris- 
well of Dallas ‘‘when he warns us 
against error that can destroy us from 
within,’’. 

Graham’s comments drew _ strong 
amen” comments from the Baptist 
leaders when he questioned why Bap- 
tists would want to adopt the same 
methods and theology of the Europ- 


a 


eans, when they go to Europe and ‘see _ 


so many empty churches there. 

The famed evangelist was apparent- 
ly referring to Criswell’s highly - pub- 
licized remarks earlier this fall when 
he urged liberals who cannot accept 
the convention - adopted statements 
Of faith to leave and join another chur- 
ch instead of boring from within ‘‘and 

us."’ 


oe 


said that the committee brought to- final recommendations are made ‘to 


gether the work of the 30 state con- 
ventions and 19 SBC agencies. The 
committee recommended to the 800 
planners attending the meeting 
a statement of purpose objectives, 
es and emphases for Southern 
Baptist programs during the years 
1973-79. 

Throughout the week, 14 different 
groups of state and SBC workers dis- 
cussed and evaluated the suggested 
statements, refining them and making 
suggestions to the joint planning com- 
mittee for revisions. The 14 groups al- 
so made suggestions for specific pro- 
jeets W carry out the objectives and 
themes. 

After all the final reports from the 
14 groups are compiled, the joint 
planning committee will recommend 
the statements to the SBC Inter-Agen- 
cy Council, the SBC Executive C o m- 
mittee, and finally to the South- 
ern Baptist Convention for considera- 
tion and action. 

McClellan said that the statements 
of objectives and emphases may un- 
dergo numerous revisions before the 


the SBC, but that there seemed to be 
unanimity in the discussions on ap- 


proval of the 1973-79 themes. 


General overarching theme for the 
six year period would be if adopted, 
with a specific 


“Sharing Christ,’ 
theme each year. 
Committee recommendations 
the themes were: 1973-74, 
Christ Through His Word;’’ 1974 - 


“Sharing Christ in a Secular me "| 
1975 - 76, ‘Sharing Christ by Proclaim- 
1976-78 (two ae 


ing Liberty;" 

“Sharing Christ 
sions;"" and 1976-79, 
by Reconciliation.” 

Following McClellan's report, Sou- 
theastern Seminary President Bink- 
ley spoke on the theme for Southern 
Baptist Convention programs during 
1970-71, ‘‘Living the Spirit of Christ in 
Openness and Freedom.” 

Binkley said that the source of free- 
dom is the absolute lordship of Jesus 
Christ, saying that the paradox of 
Christianity is that Christians believe 
that man‘finds ultimate freedom in be- 

(Continued on page 2) 


Ba is ek oe 
The Members and Employees of 


THE MISSISSIPPI BAPTIST 
CONVENTION BOARD 
Extend to All of Our Readers 
Best wishes fora 
Merry Christmas 
and 


Happy New Year 


Graham Agrees With Criswell o on iia heralism 


“We have a responsibility to guard 
against error,’’ Graham said in his 
speech at a luncheon sponsored by the 
Southern Baptist Stewardship Com. 
mission in connection with the South- 
ern Baptist Planning and Promotion 


i 
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His comments concerning 
gical liberalism came as 
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true to the Bible. The Southern Bap- 
tist Convention, he added, is the most 


Graham said another unique respon- 


sibility of the denomination is to con-' 


tinue its strong evangelistic efforts, 
for “if we lose our evangelistic em- 
phasis, we are lost.” 
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and even a religious crisis in 
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Matthew 3:9-10 “. 


tah over where the young child was. 
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lo, the star, which they saw 
in the east, went before them, till it came and stood 
“When they saw 


y Estimates Show |. 
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the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great 
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14 Million SBC Members 


NASHVILLE (BP)—Statistical pro - 
jections based on early profile analy- 


sis indicate that membership in Sou- 
thern Baptist Convention church- 


es will be 11.4, Southern Baptist lead- 


ers were told here. 

If the unofficial projections are cor- 
rect, church membership would 
have increased by 132,500 over the 
1968 total church membership. 
(+1.17%) 

Probable decreases were projected 
in Sunday School, Training Union, 
Brotherhood and Woman’s Missionary 
Union enrollments, and in the number 
of baptisms compared to 1968. 

An increase was projected in mu- 
sic ministry enroliments. 

“The churches involved in this esti- 
mate are not completely representa- 
tive of all Southern Baptist church- 
es. 

Some church size categories and 
state conventions are over represent- 
ed due in part to the sequence of as- 
sociational meetings,” said Martin 
Bradley, secretary, research and sta- 
tistics department, Southern Baptist 
Sunday School Board. 

However, allowance is made for this 
in the statistical process of projection. 

The estimate disclosed a possible 

decline in number of baptisms from 
373,025 to 368,288. This would be a de- 
crease of 4,737 from the 1968 total. 
(-1.27%) . 

The total Training Union ongoing 
and cumulative enrollment was pro- 
jected to be 2,649,612 compared to 2,- 


jealousy among individuals. 
Earlier in his address, Graham had 


painted a dismal verbal picture of the~ 


problems of society, saying that some 
experts predict that if the problems of 
pollution are not solved, the world 
has only a 50 - 50 chance -of reaching 
the 1980's. 
Citing not only the war in Vietnam, 
but 45 other wars across the world, 
Graham decried war, racial. 
crime (which he said increased 
cent last month in Washington, 


Declaring that “the ecumenical 
Movement has lost its ecumenical 
spirit,”" Graham observed that crisis 
and turmoil during the National Coun- 
cil of Churches’ meeting4n Detroit 


, NOR Bn mmm of 118 418 


725,007 in 1968, a decreased of 15,- 
485. (-2.77%) 

Sunday School enrollment was pro- 
jected as 7,405,166 in 1969, a decrease 
of 140,347. (-1.86%) 

Woman’s Missionary Union enroll- 
ments were projected as 1,291,258 for 
4@anme. 

Brotherhood, the men's and boys’ 
mission education organization, was 
projected to decrease by 15,661 with 
a total enrollment of 433,077 for 1969. 
(-3.49% ) 

Music ministry continued upward 
with an estimated total enrollment of 
1,065,805, and increase of 27,515 
(+2.65%) 

Total mission gifts were projected 


to be $134,373,708 for 1969, an increare 
of $6,340,977. (+ 4.96%) 

Total receipts of churches were pro- 
jected to be $838,987,856 an increase 
of $44,040,105. (+5.54%) 

Final statistics based on church 
letters from more than wh 000 SBC 


atiacmats ao o S08 &, = 


ern Baptist Sunday School “Board's re- 
search and statistics depariment in 
February. 

The preliminary statistical projec - 
tions were released here during ses- 
sions of the Southern Baptist wlanpin’ 
and Promotion Conference. 

(Editor's Note: The percentages 
in parenthesis in BP story above were 
added in by Baptist Record.) 


Few Attend Open Hearing 
On SBC Representation 


NASHVILLE (BP) — Sparce atten- 
dance hampered an open hearing held 
here concerning problems caused by 
overflowing attendance at the annual 
Southern Baptist Convention. 

Only five persons other than the 
committee members studying the 
problem showed ‘up for the hear- 
ing, and they were an hour late. 

“We came here hoping someone 
would give us the solutions to the prob- 
lems, and we were Téft with only the 
problem,” said James Monroe, chair- 
man of the Southern Baptist Execu - 
tive Committee, and pastor of the First 
Baptist Church, Ft. Walton, - Beach, 
Fla. 

The open hearing had been sched- 
uled, and publicized in advance, as 
part of a study the convention re - 
quested the Executive Committee “to 
make concerning the possibility of 
changing the system of representation 
of messengers to the eonvention. 

R, F. Smith, pastor of First Bap- 
tist Church of Durham, N. C., and 
chairman of the bylaws subcommittee 
of the SBC Executive Committee, had 
invited all persoris who had informa- 
tion or opinions concerning the pro- 
posal to attend the hearing and voice 
their views. 

Only a few accepted the invitation, 
and all five said later they did not real- 


‘ly come to share any strong views or 


make any proposals, but. just to hear 
An associational superintendent of 
missions from Missouri, M. 8. Lioyd, 


A 


and a pasttor, Edward Black, bot 
from Hayti, Mo., were in Nashville on 
other business,' dropped by to “heer” 
what was said at the hearing. Three 
denominational workers in Nashville 
came for the same reason, 

Most of the time in the hearing was 
spent discussing the problems caused 
by overflowing attendance at the an- 
nual convention. including lack of a 
tel space, seating problems at the eim- 
vention hall, the proliferation of ott* 
meetings held in connection with tt ¢ 
convention, etc. 

(Continued on page 2) 


‘Camille’ Offerings 


‘Reach $773,371.31. 


Hurricane Camille relief offering: 
being sent through the ~~, 
Baptist Convention Board 
$773,377.31 through Dec. 15. 

This is an increase: of $35,108.16 
since the last report given on. Nov. ial 

The offering will go to the ; 
churches and people in south 
who suffered such extensive 

Camilic. 


Thursday, December 18, 1969 


——__—__—_———_ 


Isaiah 


Unto Us A Child Is Born. . . 


US A CHILD IS BORN, unto us a son is given, and the govern- 
™ment be i his shoulder; and his name shall be called Wonderful, 
‘Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.— 
Isiah 8:6. (Photo courtesy Augsburg Publishing House, Minneapolis, Minn.) 
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shall 


Graham Agrees 


(Continued from page 1). 


very existence of the National Cou n-’. 


cil.” 


The real struggle, he added, “is the . 


unseen struggle between God and Sa- 
tan, between the forces of good and 


“Ail.” 


Southern Baptists, he said, can 
play a unique role in that struggle if 
they will remain true to the Bible, con- 
tinue to emphasize evangelism and 
missions, and to put their beliefs into 
social action. 

‘Thank God for Southern Baptists’ 
concern for world mission,'’ Graham 
declared. ‘‘Let’s never lose that con- 
cern. Let’s go into the whole world 


-_a world afire with revolution.” 


Graham strongly supported ‘‘both 
openly and privately” the Southern 
Baptist Cooperative Program, the uni- 


_ficd budget plan that supports a total 
“world missions program sponsored by 


the denomination. 

“No other denomination has _ de- 
vised a better plan for supporting a 
total missions program,” Graham 
said. Then he pointed to a backdrop 
depicting the theme for the Coopera- 
tive Program during 1969, entitled 
“Concern,”’ and said: ‘“The Coopera- 
tive Program is ‘Concern’ for people. 

Earlier, in a news conference, Gra- 
ham fielded reporters’ questions on 
Vice President Agnew’s remarks con- 
cerning television news coverage, 
the Vietnam War and reported mas- 
sacre at My Lai 4, and a dozen other 
topics. =| 

On Vietnam, Graham ‘said he had 
never taken a position personally. He 
acknowledged his close contact with 


. President Nixon, but said he had not 


discussed the My Lai massacre re- 
ports with him. =e 

“To shoot women and children is 
absolutely inexcusable,’’ Graham de- 
clared. He added, however, that no- 
body knows for sure what really hap- 
pened at the Song My community, or 


Few Attend --- 


(Continued from page 1) 


Smith pointed out that if each of the 
35,000 churches in the SBC sent the 
maximum number of messengers. to 
the convention, there would be more 
than ,000 persons at the annual 
convention. He added that if only one 
pastor and one layman came from 
each church, there would still be 70,- 
000, messengers. ; 

Last Sune; a record’ 16,678 messen- 
gers, registered at the convention in 
New Orleans, although total attend - 
ance probably went far beyond that 

' figure. 

Smith said that the committee would 
continue to study the problems relat- 
ed to the matter, and had compiled a 
full file of editorials that have appear- 
ed in Baptist state papers concerning 
possible alternatives for the conven- 
tion. 

He expressed disappointment at the 
lack of attendance at the open hear- 
‘ing, but said that any individual who 
wished to share his views with the 
committee as part of the study could 
do so by writing to Porter W. Routh, 
executive secretary of the SBC Execu- 
tive Committee, 460 James Robertson 
Parkway, Nashville, Tenn. 


~ 


a 


whether there was really a eee 
there. ‘Graham said he supported the 
idea of a presidential commission to 
investigate the charges. 

Graham commented 6n~Vice Presi- 
dent Agnew’s remarks, saying that 
sometimes the news media needs 
someone to give them suggestions. 


800 Baptist Leaders --- 
(Continued from page 1) 
coming a slave to the leadership and 

direction of Jesus Christ. 

He cited three safeguards against 
the abuse of freedom, as summarized 
by the Apostle Paul: ‘‘(1) Is this cour- 


Se of action appropriate in the Chris- 
tian Life?. . . (2) Is this course of ac- 


tion constructive?. . .and -(3) Does. 


“this course of action lead to slavery, 


or towards greater freedom?” 


Binkley said that faith in Christ 
sets man free from inward bondage to 
sin, selfcenteredness, auxiety, guilt 
and moral blindness, from excessive 
concern for ourselves, and from the 
fear of reasonable criticism. 


Following the closing address by 
Binkley to the general session, the 
800 state and SBC leaders split into 


140 different groups to discuss specific! 
plans for the 1970's. 


The meetings were held for 
convention execufive secretaries, and 
SBC agency heads; state and SBC 
workers in the Sunday School, church 
music, church training, Brotherhood, 
student work, Woman's Missionary 
Union, evangelism, missions, semi- 


When God Got The World Ready For The First 


seven churches may not have trav- 
eled as rapidly as mail does now but 
at a much faster pace than in any 
generation before that time. 

C. There also had been the disper- 
sion of the Jews from their land of 
Palestine. The captives of Israel and 
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was to do, Judah had been used of the Lord in 

for He came to be the Savior of that carrying out this preparation for the 
entire world . In order for this tohap- fulness of the time to come. Every- 

+ pem, there were certain things that where they went, they carried with 
were. essential, which were them the hope and expectation of 


fg 
Fe 


by the coming Messiah—and they let it 
Political history just preceding be known that they were looking for 


this one to come. We cannet afford 


_ Hf the story of Jesus is to be to overlook in this connection the con- 
and is to be told in'the light of ..quest:ofBebylon by the Persians 
Old Testament propheciés; thefé wiist “while Judah was in Babylon. For ma- 
be a language in and through which ny reasons, this is significant — 
it can be carried. Alexander the suffice it to say here that the Persians 
Great launched a program of con- were monotheistic — worshippers of 
quest so successful and so far-reach- one Supreme Being. The worship of 
img that at the age of thirty-three the Zoraster was this type religion — 
Greek language was understood and Hammurabi who lived about the time 
used in much of the known world. of Abraham had given a set of laws 
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in many ways similar to the Ten 
Commandments. The Persians were 
most sympathetic in spirit with these 
Hebrews woh mselves worship- 
e one God. In their religion we are told 
there was also the hope of a Mes- 
siah King who one day would come 
and do great things. 

D. The world was at peace. At 
least, this was outwardly true. For 


fi 
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B. The world of the first century the first time jn many years the doors 
was more closely united than it had in the Temple of Janus in Rome were 
ever been before. Not only must there closed. While it must be recognized 
be a language, but there must be that this outward peace was enforced 
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by armies of occupation hated by the 
conquered peoples who were helpless 
to do anything about it, yet these 
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their contribution. The Koman Em- conditions facilitated the spread of the 
pire gave to the world the best high- Gospel from place to place. The ear- 
ways it had ever known. When the ly Roman policy of indifference to lo- 
early Christians were scattered cal religions also contributed. for a 
abroad and went everywhere preach- while, to the growth of Christianity. 
ing the World, they traveled by means But in many ways this peace was 
of these same highways provided by a superficial thing. Certainly on a 
the Roman government. physical and political basis this was 

A second thing tlhe Romans pro- true. The misconception of the Jews 
vided was the finest postal system the of the type of Messiah for whom 
world had known 


they were looking was helped by the 
superficiality, for they were anxious 


f Remember Papa At Christmas 


Ry Sara Whitten 
but a few days until Christmas. The big old house was so quiet 
half afraid of my shadow. I don’t know why I took out my bat- 
tered ‘billfold and poured out the loose change, but I made neat stacks of 
: rters on the foot of my bed. 
1 started crying, although I had been taught as a child not to cry 
my brothers would. call me a “cry baby.” 
Why, then, was I crying? You may understand when I tell you that a 
ago crowded back above all others. 
It was a time when my preacher father came in from one of his rural 
took out an old gray, flabby purse—the kind 
the pocket. Pouring out the jingling contents 
the bed, he made neat stacks of pennies, nickels, dimes, and quarters— 
me 
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just one nickel or one dime?” 


1 ~~ ball mever forget the sad expression on his face. He said, ‘‘Honey, 
to, but I have to pay taxes and you children nged shoes 


{ 


® sadness as he denied me- the wish. Now you know 
Christmas Papa e us ‘a Wuarter apiece, and he went 
‘in Kosciusko, Mississippi, look- 


for a conqueror to come and break 
the yoke of Roman bondage and re- 
store the kingdom as it was in the 
days of David and Solomon. 

Philosophy brought no lasting satis- 
faction to even those who knew most 
about the philosophers and their 
teachings, so it was that men in 
Athens loved to gather in on ag to 
see if they could not hear new 
things. 

Pleasures were not bringing the sat- 
isfaction that peoople were looking 
for. Even religion was not able to 
satisfy. For some it brought only fear 
that they might displease some God 
they had not known, so they must 
erect a statue to “The unknown 
God.” The religion of the temples and 
the synagogues was shallow and 
meaningless, in many instances, off- 
ering no hope even to the nation of 
Israel itself, to say nothing of the 
people who must look to Israel to 
find God if they were to find Him at 
all. God was busy, even then, dis- 
turbing the hearts of men that they 
might find no satisfaction save they 
find it in Jesus Christ. He was truly 
preparing the world for Jesus and, 
when that world was fully prepared, 
when the time was right, Jesus came. 


In Hebrews 10:5 we read, ‘‘A body 
hast Thou prepared Me.”’ The Mes- 
siah must identify Himself with hu- 
manity. So it was that God prepared 
Him a body, He was to be born of a 
woman — a particular family — the 
setting up and developing of this fam- 
ily required years, even centuries. 

The first promise is in Genesis 3:15 


where God said to the serpent, ‘‘Her ‘ 


seed shall bruise thy head.’’ “By one 
man came sin into the world, and 
death by sin, so one MAN must 
come righteousness and life through 
Him.’’ God said that the Messiah, the 
Savior would come into the world 
through human birth. 

God took the second step in this in 
the call of Abraham whom He used 
to establish His nation of chosen ones 
and said to him, ‘In thee shall all the 
nations of the earth be blessed.’| Now 
God has made selection of the nation 
cut of which Messiah is to come. 

The next step is to be seen in the 
selection of the family lineage. As he 


thou be little among the thousands of 
Judah, yet out of thee shall He come 
forth unto Me that is to be ruler in 
Israel.” Here the Lord announced 
seven hundred years before it hap- 
pened even the place where the birth 
would take place. 

In this connection, there arises a 
.problem — the virgin and Joseph did 
not live in Bethlehem, but in Nazareth. 
How then was this prophecy to.be ful- 
filled? God has the answer, ‘‘There 
went out a decree from Caesar Au- 
gustus that all the world should be 
taxed, and all went to be taxed, ev- 


, éry man unto his own city. And Jo- 


seph also went up from Nazareth unto 
the city of David which is called Beth- 
lehem because he was of the house 
and lineage of David to be taxed, 
with Mary, his espoused wife.’’ (Luke 
2:1-5). Was it an accident that Au- 
gustus published his decree just at 
this time? Human reasoning might 
say that this just happened, but is 
this not a part of God’s getting the 
world ready, even to the minutest de- 
tail? Augustus had no idea of helping 
God accomplish His eternal purpose, 
but God knew this would happen as 
it did, even the wrath of man is made 
to praise Him. 


From the Gospel writers, Matthew 


and Luke, we learn that the announce- ~ 


ment of the birth of the Messiah 
came to two separate and distinct 
groups of people. Matthew speaks of 
the Magi, while Luke deals with the 
shepherds. God suited the announce- 


.__.ments to each of these in terms of 


meaningfulness to the 


involved. : 

| Luke brings to us what is the only 
real story of the actual birth of Je- 
sus at the exact time of its happening. 
Verse seven describes the crowded, 
bustling conditions within Bethlehem 
and verse eight deals with the calm 
on the near-by hillsides. It is in the 
latter scene that the announcement is 
made — to Jewish b essai by an 
angel. We need never forget that they 
were Jewish and that the Jews, for 
the most part, had a fixed belief in 
angels and their ministry. The same 
star visible in a distant land no doubt 
was visible tg, these shepherds also, 
but stars had little or no special 


particular 


came to the close of his life, the aged meaning for these men. It may have 
Jacob in blessing his children said, been noticed, and its brightness may 
“The scepter shall not depart from have drawn speculation on their part, 
Judah until Shiloh come.” This is the but nothing more than this. 
third prophetic step the Lord God Their reaction to the angel was 
took in providing the particular fam- quite normal, but, when their fears 
ily for His Messiah. had been calmed, they were ready for 
Of all the descendants of Judah, what he had to say and to act upon it 
God specified to David that there to the best of their ability. So it is 
would not fail him’ a man on the 


the birth of His Son into’the human In lands far to the East the wise 
family. ‘men received the announcement of the 

Isaiah is the next to speak the mes- birth. also, but in that setting, it was 
sage of the Lord in regard to the not through the hearing of angels, bat 
coming of\ Messiah. ‘Behold a virgin the secing of an unusual~star in the 
shall conceive and bear a Son and sky. From what country did these 
shall call His Name Immanuel."" As _ men come? While the Scripture does 


to a man named Joseph.” His ‘tion to the fact that thé captivity of 


act family lineage of the siah—. for a Messiah in their religious teach- 
now, in the writing of , we find §ng; and that the Jews were well 
: place of birth designated. ‘But 

fact 


cgy. In every unusual Happening 
the heavens, they read some great 
significance. 

*They saw this star! They saw in” 
the appearance of the star the birth 
of One who was a King. They re- 
membered that the captive Jews had 
been looking for a Messiah, so they 
started for Palestine. Now the Scrip- 
ture does not say that the star went 
before them to Jerusalem, but it 
seems to have reappeared to them 
after leaving Herod’s palace. Their 
comihg. to Jerusalem and to Herod's 
palage are perfectly normal acts of 
men looking for a new-born king. 


His Star In The East 


*, Behold, there came wise men from 
the east to Jerusalem, saying, Where 
is he that is born King of the Jews? 
for we have seen his star in the east, 


and have come Motinew 2205 : 
af ee 


i. 


Then he offered a few suggestions of 
his own, saying the press should do 
a better job of covering the religious 
news of the day, citing an interracial 
evangelistic crusade he led in Mont- 
gomery that got no network coverage 
and the recent Anaheim, Calif., cru- 
sade he led. 


South Carolina GAs 
Send Money For 


“Assembly Fund” 


The GA girls of a Baptist associa- 
tion in South Carolina have sent a 
check for $150 to the Mississippi Bap- 
tist Convention, for the ‘Assembly 
Fund.” 


Mr. and Mrs. ulian Hart of Vance, 


South Carolina, were instrumental in 


beginning fhis fund, as they have 
friends in tie They are both 
active in church and associational 
work in their state. Mrs. Hart is GA 
leader for her association, and the 
GA girls read in the Baptist Courier, 
the South Carolina state Baptist paper, 
the account of Gulfshore’s destruc - 
tion by the hurricane. Their concern 
was so great that they decided to do 
what they could to help in the rebuild- 
ing of the jassembly in some way. 
— 


state “nary Extension, stewardship and chur- 


ch architecture programs. 


Sessions were also held for associa- 
tional superintendents of missions, 
and associational directors of religious 
education and music. 


Christmas 


Where else look for Him save in the 
capital city? Where else in the city 


if! but in the palace? 


Just as the star would have little 
meaning for shepherds but much for 
the Magi, so the angels with whom 
the shepherds were familiar would 
mean nothing to these who were ac- 
customed to studying the stars and 
who knew far more about constella- 
tions than they did about angels. The 
important thing is that each received 
the Divine announcement in terms of 
his own understanding. 


IV. God Prepared His Son 

God also began in the very councils 
of eternity to prepare, not only these 
things, but even His own Son for the 
momentous experience He will under- 
go. 


In Revelation 13:8, we ead tek He 
is the Lamb slain from before the 
foundation of the world. God spoke a 
world into being, but before this hap- 
pened, He ordained Calvary as a nec- 
essary experience in His dealings 
with men. Peter said on the Day of 
Pentecost that men took with wicked 
hands and slew One who had been 
delivered by the determinate counsel 
and foreknowledge of God. Calvary 
then was no accident or afterthought 
on the part of God. 

God prepared for His entrance into 
the world into which He came 
through the normal channel of human 
birth. He could have come sweeping 
in startling fashion through the skies; 
they looked for Him to come at the 
head of an army in triumph; but He 


- Was made of a woman. He was and 


is the Divine Son of God, but He was 
also the human Savior, that He might 
be tempted in all points like as we 
are. * 

He was made under the law. He 
was subject to every requirement the 
law laid down, even though He was 
its author. This, in order that, while 
He was tempted in all points like as 
we are, He was yet without sin and 
s@ He was an acceptable and suita- 
ble sacrifice for your sins and mine. 
_ There was a Divine purpose in this 
—that He might redeem us who were 
under the law (we who have not been 
able to keep that law) and that we 
might receive the adoptions of sons. 
“To'as many as received Him gave 
He the right to become the sons of 
God even to them that believe on His 
Name." 


Are you ready for Christmas? If 
your Christmas does not have Christ; 
and does not have Him first, then 
you are not truly ready for Christ- 
mas whatever else you may have got- 
fen done. God's time schedule always 
works. Just as surely’ as He came 
in the fulness of time the first time, 
He is coming again; and that, too, 
will be “In the fulness of time: 
Where only a few saw ‘Him the first 
‘time He came, then every eye shall 


* see Him. Will you be ready? 


_A team of doctors at a Hamburg 
University made a study of a group 
of five percent of the clinic’s heart 


| attack patients. These patients (218 


males and 35 females) were all under 
4% years of age'— one only 19. Very 
few of them showed any signs of 
high cholesteral, diabetes or high 
blood pressure — all causes of heart 
attacks. However, it was observed 
that all but four of the 253 patients 
were heavy cigarette smokers. 
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COOPERATIVE 
PROGRAM 


$3,782,045.13 
GIVEN THROUGH 


DEC. 15, 1969 


$417,954.87 
NEEDED TO 
REACH BUDGET 
GOAL OF 
$4,200,000 
By Dec. 31, 1969 


ALL MISSION MONIES 
FOR 1969 BUDGET 
MUST BE IN TREASURER’S 
OFFICE BY DEC. 31, 1969 


| THE LIGHT THAT SHINES 

BRIGHTEST AFAR, FIRST 
SHINES BRIGHTEST 

AT HOME! 
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The Bible Continues To Be 


NEW YORK (RNS)—‘‘The Good clude Braille editions, recordings. 


Book has hit upon bad times,’ the 
Wall Street Journal said in a report 
on Bible sales. Not so, replied the 
American Bible Society, holding that 


there ‘as been ‘‘a tremendous in- 
crease’ sales_over the last several 
years. 


The Bible Society took issue with 
the Journal's article which said that 
U. S. Bible sales ‘declined to about 
14 million last year from 19 million 
in 1958.” 

Dr. James Z. Nettinga, executive 
secretary for distribution at the ABS, 
said the Journal’s figures ‘‘are only 
for commercial pyblishers” and do 
not include distribution by the Amer- 
ican Bible Society and other non-prof- 


__-it—organizations. 


U. S. distribution in 1958, he said, 
was 540,126 Bibles; last.year this fig- 
ure increased to 624,262. Over the 
same period the number of New Test- 
aments distributed by the ABS grew 
from approximately 1 million in 1958 
to 48 million copies last year, Dr. 
Nettinga said. 

These figures, he added, do not in- 


partial editions of the Scriptures pub- 
lished in the U. S., or distribution out- 
side the United States. 

“In our peak year, 1967,” he said, 
“the ABS distributed 693,331 Bibles 
and 9,034,267 New Testaments in the 
U.S. alone.” This, he added,.was 2 
“huge irfcrease”’ in the sale of New 
Testaments and reflects the interest 
created in the ABS’s new translation 
—‘'Good News for Modern Man.” 

This modernized version of the 
New Testament, Dr. Nettinga said, 
has:sold more than 17 million copies 
in the three years since its publica- 
tion. ~, 

The Wall Street Journal put the 
sales figure for ‘‘Good News for Mod- 
ern Man" at.16 millionandstated_ 
the “‘vast majority. . .that have been 
distributed here and abroad are giv- 
en away by organizations that buy 
them at or below cost from the soci- 
ety. And even the 35-cent retail price 
doesn’t cover the cost.’’ It added that 
more important than a question of 
sales, was the fact that ‘‘people who 
live by the Book,”’ say “‘the Bible is 


Tennessee State Board Upholds 
Publishing Firms Taxation 


NASHVILLE (BP)—The Tennessee 
State Board of Equalization has up- 
held previous rulings by the Metro- 
politan Nashville tax assessor and the 
Metropolitan Board of Equalization 
to the effect that the major portion 
of abut $35 million worth of the prop- 
erty of seven Nashville based reli- 
gious publishing houses is subject to 
taxation. Property of the Southern 
Baptist Sunday School Board is in- 
cluded in the ruling. 

The legal opinion of the state board 
is as follows: 7 

“The State Board of Equalization 
finds that all properties owned by the 
appellants and utilized for printing op- 
erations shall be: subject to assess 
ment. Properties, that portion of prop- 
erties, or that prorated use of prop- 
erty used for publication of non-reli- 
gious materials or used for adminis- 
trative activities not directly related 
to a religious purpose, shall be sub- 
ject to assessment. 

“The Board bases its opinion on a 
determination that the properties 
found to be accessible are secular in 
nature and are not being used ‘ex- 
clusively’ and ‘purely’ for religious 
in that the activities for 
which they are being used are only in- 
cidental to their stated 1eligious pur- 
poses, are in competition with private 
business and are being ‘operated for 
profit."’ : 

In commenting on the inion, 
James L. Sullivan, executive secre- 
tary - treasurer of the Sunday School 
Board, stated ‘‘We can agree with 
the premise stated in the opinion. 
This has all along been our philosophy 
and practice. The Sunday School 


New Study 

: .] 
NASHVILLE — The New Church 
Study Course, to go into effect Jan- 
uary 1, 1970, is the product of more 
than thrde years of study to more 


fully meet the study needs of South- 
ern Baptists. 


Based on an organization which 
lends itself to flexibility in the length 
of the study, subjects for Christian 
leadership will be offered through 


courses of varying difficulty, format 
and materials. 


The courses offered will provide 
comprehensive and varied learning 
experiences in subject areas of the 
church’s educational program. ‘These 
will serve as an extension of the basic 


Board does not own a printing op- 
eratiqn. All of the properties for which 
we claim tax exemptions are used for 
publication and administration of ac- 
tivities related to our charter religious 
purposes. We willingly have paid and 
shall continue to pay taxes on prop- 
erties we own which do not contrib- 
ute directly to our charter purposes. 

“There is obviously ‘a difference of 
opinion as to what constitutes use of 
property purely and exclusively for 
religious purposes,” Sullivan said. ‘‘In 
its discussion of the case the state 
board seems to feel that Convention 
Press products would be exclusively 
religious in nature, while Broadman 
Press materials would not. We can 
agree that certain Broadman Supply 
items such as chalkboards might not 
be ‘excusively religious.’ but most 
Broadman Press items in our opinion 
are exclusively religious in nature.” 

Sullivan said additional study will 
have to be done on the decision be- 
fore possible further action by the Sun- 
day School Board is considered. The’ 
right of appeal to the courts is ex- 
pressly granted in thé opinion. 

New assessments placed on the Sun- 
day School Board by the Metropolitan 
tax assessor amounted to $5,861,000. 
This amount covers all of the Board’s 
Nashville property and _ includes 
merchants’ ad valorem taxes. 

According to the opinion of the state 
board, not all the property is taxable. 
‘The state opinion left the matter of 
identification of properties to be taxed 
to the local board of equalization and 
the Metropolitan tax assessor if ap- 
peal is not taken to the courts by the 
publishing houses. 


World’s No. I Best Seller 


clearly losing its influence upon Amer- 
lean life.’’ 

To substantiate this, it quoted the 
general secretary of (the American 
Bible Society as saying, ‘‘We are a 
Biblically illiterate nation.” 

According to The Wall Street Journ- 
al article, it is not only Bible sales- 
men who are having hard times. ‘“‘An 
Official at Gideon International, the 
anti-liquor evangelical society, com- 
Plains that hotel guests all too often 
leave damp whiskey glasses on the 
Bibles it places in hotel and motel 
rooms across the nation or that the 
8uests rip out a page to jot down a 
telephone number. 

“Worn and mutilated Bibles end up 
in -rescue missions and _ prisons 


sadly, ‘convicts use the thin pages 
to roll cigarettes!" , 

Whatever the number of Bibles sold 
it doesn’t really matter, said the 
Journal, quoting Father Louis Ever- 
ly, a well-known Catholic writer. The 
priest recently wrote, ‘Do not be de- 
ceived by the number of Bibles that 
are actually bought. I can tell you 
where they are. They are on the shelf 
of some cupboard, untouched.” 


But the Bible is still the world’s 
No. 1 best seller, the Journal said— 
if you put all the editions together. 
“All told,” it said, ‘‘there were 2,221 
translations of the Bible into hundreds 
of languages between 1957 and 1967, 
according to a United Nations group. 
This made the Bible the most trans- 
lated book, barely nosing out Lenin, 
whose works were translated 2,179 
times in the same period.” 


Among the oddity items listed in thi 
Journal article were these: ; 

“A Canadian preacher is said to 
have read the Bible 103 times, includ- 
ing once aloud,on his knees. 

“A Califognia woman reportedly 
topped this with 143 readings. 

“And an Engfshman spent three 
years counting the words — 773,603— 
and the letters 3,530,489—in the 
King James Version.”’ 


Most of those who once discover the 
joy of taking part in fun drama will 
no longer be content to sit and watch. 
—Cecil McGee in ‘“‘Drama for Fun,” 
Broadman Press. 

What deeply moving experience 
comes to one as he moves from his 
private study, reflection, and prayer 
to the time of classroom Bible 
study? The desire to grow spiritually 
and follow Christ has led your class 
members to private study and pray- 
er. Yet, when one has gained new 
knowledge and new insights from his 
private study, he still knows these 
are only his own prayerfully - gained 
insights. He realizes that these be- 
liefs still need to be tried out on peo- 
ple. These opinions need to be ap- 
plied to, everyday relationships with 
others. Then he can feel more assur- 
ed that his insights are valid and can 
be developed into skills for Chris- 
tian living. — Rice A. Pierce in 
“Leading Dynamic Bible Study,” 
Broadman Press 


a 


$ 


ee 


Goad Tidings Of Great Joy ~~ 


AND LO, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said 
unto them, Fear ‘not: for behold I bring you good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people (Luke 2:9,10)—RNS PHOTO ‘ 


Pop Festival Witnesses Report 1,000 Converts 


WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. (Bp) — 
When the smoke cleared from the 
Palm Beach Music and Arts Festival 
here recently, witnessing teams 
checked their notebooks and reported 
that more than-1,000 young men and 
gigantic drug and rock music mara- 
gigantic drug and drock music’ mara- 
thon. - 

The evangelistic effort, led by the 
First Baptist Church, here, sought to 
bring the gospel to more than 50,000 
hippies, high schoolers and college 
students gathered at the Palm Beach 
International Speedway. 

Fenton Moorhead, the church's 
‘minister to the generation gap,” re- 
ported that most of the converts re- 
sulted from a Sunday morning worship 
service on the main stage led by Cali- 
fornia Evangelist Arthur Blessitt. 

“There. were hecklers, indifferent 
and interested people. Almost 20,000 
people crawled out from under their 


blankets and out of their cars to hear 
the word of God preached,"’ Moorhead 
said. 


“For three solid hours after the ser- 
vice, our gospel tent was filled with 
kids wanting to know more about 
Jesus. Our counsellors neyas gene 
so. hand in a}l their lives,” he : 

As the temperature dropped on the 
third day of the popfest, the shortage 
of firewood was so acute that the gos- 
pel tent’ inhabitants burned the wood- 
en chairs they had been using. 

Fes 1 promoter Dave Rupp told 
the assembled multitude, waiting to 
hear music from the Rolling Stones, 
that they were welcome to use the 
raceway bleachers for firewood if they 
liked. 

The young people refused to destroy 
the property. 

“We had a true worship experience 
there,”” Moorhead commented. 


Course Features More Variety, More Opportunities 


church members, and Christian 
Leadership courses for church lead- 
ers. 

Subject areas in Christian Develop- 
ment for Adults and Youth, wil in- 
clude (1) The Church (its mission in- 
cluding church polity and organizat- 
tion and materials for new church 
member training), (2) Christian 
Growth and Service (including de- 
veloping Christian: skills, courses in 
evangelism, vocational guidance {a- 
mily ministry, and stewardship), (3) 


Biblical Revelation, (4) Christian The- 


ology, (5) Christian Ethics, (6) Chris- 
tian -History, (7) Missions and (8) 
Church Music. 


The Christian Leadership courses 
have two areas of training: General 
Leadership Training and Specialized 
Training for Church Programs and 
Services. 

General Leadership Training sub- 
ject areas will be (1) Introductory 
Courses in Church .Leadership, (2) 
Understanding Work with Age Levels 


and Special Groups in a Church and 
(3) Developing General Leadership 
Skills. 


Specialized Training for Church 
Programs and Services subject areas 
will be (1) Bible Teaching Program, 
(2) Training Program, (3) Church 
Missions Program — Woman's Mis- 
sionary Union, (4) Church Missions 
Program — Brotherhood, (5) Church 
Music Program, (6) Pastoral Minis- 


re 


tries, (7) Program and Administra - 
tive Services. 

“The New Church Study Course 
Catalog 1970,” available through state 
Church Training offices, Baptist Book 
Stores and associational ‘‘Shaping the 
70’s Conferences;’’ gives complete in- 
formiition on subjects offered, foun- 
dational units for children and Pre- 
schoolers, types of study and credit 
and the awards system. 
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glorious 
other Christm: 
decade that is en . 
-ed us to turn back to see what we 
had written on those occasions 
each year. As we reread them, 
we found ourselves wanting to re- 
at some of the things which we 


ave said during the era. Here,: 


then, are excerpts from editorials 
which 


“the Baptist 
Record each year during the six- 
ties. . 


“Christmas has come again 
even in the midst of the trouble 
and sorrow which seem to fill 
the earth. World leaders franti- 

are seeking ways of peace, 

the threat of atomic war 
and extinction overshadows, the 
mankind. Revolution and unrest 
grip many. areas. Forces that 
would take away liberty are con- 
stantly at work. Fear and uncer- 
tainty grip the hearts of men. Ev- 
ery newscast seems td te 
more tragedy. Yet, in the tmidst 
of all this, comes Christmas with 
leve and hope. 


1961 
What ...is the meaning of 
Christmas? 


_ May all of us keep 
center of all we do in this Christ- 
mas time! 


1962 
Around the world next week 


_ bells some Soariel signif- 
icance in this holy celebration. 
Chdothas Pinging out the god 

as. out the 
news “Christ the Saviour is 


5 
i 


more than a pa 

However, when all the rush and 
clatter and tinsel of the modern 
Christmas celebrution are 
pressed aside, and the season's 


true meaning is t, it is 
found that Christ is oui there at 


gotten in the Christmas celebra- 
tion, it becomes something else. 
Only when Christ is recognized 
can there be a ice Christmas. 


ore 


to some 
carnage 


uf 


af 
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geese 


ae nae 


JOE TODLE, Balter” 


-the-most--wonderous™ story 


ner 


Christmas is a Child . . . the Son 
of God, come to earth. 


1965 


It is such a simple story. 

An. obscure village in a far 
away land, a peasant mother and 
a newborn babe, a’ frantic hus- 
band finding. only a stable as a 
resting place for his tired wife, 


z 


shepherds in the fields hear-.. 


ing angelic hosts, and wise men, 
bearing gifts, following a special 
star. 

Put it all together and it makes 


told. And now the season for its 
retelling has come again. 

Christmas has the only answer 
for man’s deepest and greatest 
problems. 

Men desperately need to know 
the God who came down to earth 
to walk among men, and pro- 
vide redemption for men, on that 
first Christmas day. 

Mankind -has no hope, other 
than that hope born on that day 
so long ago. 

The world does need the Christ- 
mas message. 


1966 


Christmas began with giving! 
Without the first gift there would 
have been no Christmas! 

Giving is one of the most 
meaningful customs of the Chris- 
mas observance; but it is not of 
recent origin. It began in Beth- 
lehem. 

The first giver was God. The 
first gift was the most precious 
and the. most costly the world 
ever has known. That gift was 
God’s own Son. All other cus- 


; toms and activities and experi- 


rf 


ences of Christmas are meaning- 
less without this. Consider this 
gt carefully, and all others will 
ade into insignificance. Learn 
the truth of this gift and Christ- 
mas becomes glorious indeed. 


1967 

Christmas is here! All the 
world where the influence of the 
Christian message has come is 
aglow with the glory of the 

ristmas celebration. 

Why has this message (of 
Christtntisy ¢hanged ‘history and 
brought worldwide celebration, ~ 
year after year, century after 
century? Perhaps Isaiah the 
— has summarized it in 

is prophecy (Isaiah 9:2) ‘The 

ple that walked in darkness 
ave seen a great light; they that 
dwell in the;fand of the shadow 
of death, upon | them hath the 
light shined.’’ Matthew 4:16 says 
that this prophecy was fulfilled 
in the coming of Christ. There 
was darkness in Isaiah’s day and 
that darkness had become even 
darker in the hour when Christ 
came to earth. Darkness still is 
in the world, for even in our en- 
lightened day, political darkness, 
moral darkness, and, especial- 
ly spiritual darkness, is every- 
where. Darkness! 

Then the light burst forth! The 
glory of the Lord filled the gloom. 

e coming of the baby to Beth- 
lehem’s manger fulfilled proph- 
ecy. That explains the reason for 

ristmas. = 

_ 1968 

Christ was born on Christmas 
day! It was a day that changed 
the world. 

Without Christ Christmas is lit- 
tle more than a pagan festival. 
Without his coming the Old Testa- 
ment would be a meaningless re- 
ligious book, and the New Testa- 
ment would not have been writ- 
ten. . 
Without Jesus Christ there 
would be no Christianity, with all 
that it brought to this sad, dark, - 
sinful world. Without the coming 
of Christ there would be no 


church, no preaching, and no 
message of life and hope. 
~——Without Christ's on that~ 


t 

first Christmas day, the world 
would not know the full meaning 
of love, freedom, moral charac- 
ter, and respect for fellowmen. 
Nor would it have all the insti- 
tutions Christianity has given to 
mankind. 


Without Christ’s coming the 
grave would be an eni, , death 
a terror, life a hopeless quest, 
and eternal redemption only a 


l ream, 
But | did come! And 
is comes again to re- 
nd us of these truths. 
- “‘Thid is Bs we have 


statements, and 
else that was included with 
them, can be said again at Christ- 
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PROPHETS WITH PENS by Pres- 
nall H. Wood and Floyd W. Thatcher 
(Baptist Standard Publishing . Co., 
Dallas, 158 pp., $4.25) 

A history of the Baptist Standard, 
the official journal of the Texas: Bap- 
tist Convention. It is really the story 
of ten men who have edited the paper 
and guided its destiny, so that it has 
become one of the most widely circu- 
lated religious news magazines in the 
world, but as the story of these men 
unfolds, the story of Texas Baptists in 
the period from 1892 to 1969 is told. 
These editors have been men of dif- 
ferent personality, from the colorful, 
J. B. Crabfill the first editor, to the 
present, able, professionally trained, 
John J. Hurt. Among other’ editors 
were the two Gambrells, Dr. J. B. 
Grambell, who earlier had been first 
editor of the Baptist Record, and his 
brother, J. H.; J. Frank Norris, later 
famous as a critic of the Southern Bap- 
tist Convention and leader of funda- 
mentalism; E. C. Routh, who later 
went to the Oklahoma Baptist Messen- 
ger; plain spoken E. S. James, and 
others. Each of these men was a lead- 
er in his own right, and the story of 
how they built a great publication, 
and helped build Texas Baptist work 
is thrilling to read. As one moves 
through these chapters he senses the 
place that the printed page has in 
Baptist life and ministry. 


THE GRACE OF GOD IN GEN- 
ESIS by O.M. Stallings (O0.M. Stall- 
ings ,1831 Duncan, Conway, Arkan- 
sas, 72032, 80 pages, paper, $2.00). 

A respected and beloved elderly 
pastor in Arkansas, writes a brief - 
commentary on the first book of the 
Bible. The general outline is in three 
parts, Prologue, Genius of the Book, 
and Gists of the Chaptures. The auth- 
or believes that Genesis was inspired 
of God. He says, concerning the crea- 
tion record, “I prefer the ‘Story of 
Genesis” to the ‘‘Theory of Darwin.” 
“Also I prefer Moses over Darwin 
since he was much closer to the sub- 
ject than Darwin at the time of the 
writings.’’ The author makes no at- 
tempt to present a_ scholarly dis- 
course, although he reveals his know- 
ledge of what the scholars are say- 
ing and have said, but he seeks to 
simplify the great truths so that the 
average person can grasp and under- 
stand them. His summaries of sec- 
tions and chapters are most helpful, 
and when the reader has finished the 
book he will know that he has seen 
the hand’ of God and the Grace of 
God in human affairs. 

PLAIN TALK ON JAMES by Man- 
ford George Gutzke (Zondervan, 189 
pp., paper, $1.95), . pl siete odaeee 

This outstanding Presbyterian prea- 
cher, Bible teacher and radio preach- 
er, presents another in his series of 
“Plain Talk"’ volumes on books of the 
New, Testament. We presume that 
these talks first; were presented on the 
radio, since are simply in lan- 
guage, and direct in application, so 
that a general audience would under- 
stand and appreciate them. Here are 
fifty messages which deal with every 
verse or paragraph of verses, and 
thus with every subjéct in this New 

it | . The ‘author accepts 


the Bible as the word of God, and 
writes on that basis. This will be a 
most helpful volume for those who 
will be teaching-James in January. 


THE INTERNATIONAL LESSON 


Standard Versions of the Bible. In the @part of heaven. There 


introduction to each Sunday's lesson, 
"' presents the 
. In “As You Read 
biblical scholar 


notes accompany all line drawings, 
each of which has a particular edu- 
cational message. Qther helps include 
an index of Scripture and a subject 
index. 


THE PROPHECIES OF DANIEL by 
rby Lehman Strauss (Loizeaux Bros., 
382 pp., $4.95). ! 

The author is a widely known Bap- 
tist Bible teacher, author and Confer- 
ence speaker, who formerly pastored 
two great churchés in the north. He 
is author of several Commentaries on 
Books in the Bible, including Galatans 
and Ephesians, Philippians, Revela- 
tion and others. He spends little time 
with historical problems raised by 
liberals, but accepting the book as 
the inspired revelation of God through 
Daniel, goes directly into its glorious 
truths. There is a delightful use of 
alliteration which makes study easy, 
but there is real depth of Bible knowl- 
edge and historical understanding 
there. Those who have been led to 
believe that the book of Daniel is a 
forgery, written many years after 
Daniel's death, will find in these 
pages truths which will sweep away 
such lies, and open the sincere Bible 
student's eyes, to what God revealed 
through his servant Daniel. One can- 
not read these pages without wanting 
to preach the truths he has found, but 
also he will be amazed and stirred by 
the prophetic truth unfolded. We rec- 
ommend a wide use of and a careful 
study of the book. 


“Master Control 
‘Ce INSIGHT 


Southern Baptists’ Radio Tetevrsion Commrss.on 
jgonooo000000000000C 


The Song Of The Heart 


By Charles Myers, pastor 
Alta Woods, Jackson 
Music has been called the universal 
language of mankind and surely it is 
Man everywhere under every conceiv- 
able circumstance has made music a 
part of his life. The type of life he 
livés and the circumstances to which 
he is subjected usually determines the 
type of music he produces. The spirit- 
ueb that came out of the South re- 
flett the conditions of the Negro at 
this stage of history. The mournful 
tutes along with words of hope indi- 
cated his conditions of servitude and 
his hope for a better way of life. The 
Western music is characterized, by 
loneliness of the cowboy in the 
expense of the prairies. Jazz 
ls ‘the carefree effort to throw off 
restraint and find happiness in move- 
ment. Country music reveals the cus- 
toms of people who lived away from 
the city and who depended directly 
upon “what. the earth could produce. 
Each of these types of music. is dis- 
tinctive and the style is determined by 
the background out of which it comes. 
The music reflects the life that pro- 
it. 

is probably no movement in 


h music has played so vital a | 


as it has in Christianity, The 
of Christ was announced by an 


of some individual's encounter. 
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@uiet Talks 


ON RELIGION:IN LIFE 


CHESTER E. SWOR 


No Room In The Inn. 


fit 

Down through the centuries of 
Christian history, writers and speak- 
ers have condemned the inn keeper of 
Bethlehem for making no room for 
Joseph and Mary, whose need for 
privacy must have been unmistakably 
evident. In a smug sense of superiori- 
ty so many have said, “I would not 
have acted as the inn keeper did!’’ 
Are you sure you wouldn’t. have act- 
ed as he did. . .in the light of the 
place you are assigning to Christ in 


_ your heart now? 


Some obvious reasons for there be- 


___ing no room for Joseph and Mary and 


thé Christ child in the inn are these: 

1. The inn was not large enough; it 
couldn’t accomodate’ Christ and 
the crowd. . 

2. Materialism was the determining 
factor: the inn keeper probably 
suspected that more opulent 
guests could pay more for rooms 
than could the Nazareth couple; 
so. why should he turn out the 
better paying guests for these 
peasants? he probably reasoned. 

3. The inn keeper was selfish. He 
could have relinquished his own 
quarters without loss of income; 
yet, that would have been incon- 
venient and uncomfortable for 
him! : 

4. Neither he nor his guests real- 
ized that the child to be bor was 
the long-promised Messiali. Had 
he or they recognized this, com- 
fortable arrangements ‘would 

\ have been made, doubtless. . . . 


TIPTOE THROUGH THE TITHERS 
by Dan McBride (CHM RECORD- 
INGS CHM 58). 

An unusual record by a Baptist bari- 
tone with his guitar, who sings with 
humor satire and familiar tunes about 
Southern Baptists and their work. All 
of his fun is in good taste, and Mr. 
McBride has become a favorite en- 
tertainer at Baptist gatherings far be- 
yond his state of Texas. Recently he 
spoke at the state Baptist men’s meet- 
ing in Jackson. This record will bring 
much enjoyment and will be played 
over and over as people Iisten to ‘‘My 
Sunday School Pin.”’; and many other 
delightful numbers. You won't want 
to miss this record. 


CRUSADE OF THE AMERICAS 
(CHM Recordings CHM 68 Stereo). 

The Crusade of the Americas is 
over, but the memory and power of 
it will live on in this record which 
presents the music sound track from 
the Crusade nationwide broadcasts 
which featured Billy Graham and 
Paul Harvey. Here is a_ fitting 
memento of the Crusade. 


BASIC LEARNING TECHNIQUES 
(Broadman 444-001). 

A teaching album — two record. 
Deals with Getting Ready to Learn, 
Settings for Learning, Learning Goals, 
Principles, Training Sessions and Mo- 
tivations. A valuable tool for use in 
training leadership in the church. Ma- 
terial prepared by Leroy Ford, pro- 
fessor at Southwestern Seminary. 


MY CATHEDRAL — Jim Reeves 
(RCA Victor LPM LSP 3903). 

A soloist who has been heard around 
the world, sings songs which have 
been requested from listeners around 
the world. 

SAMMY POOLE IN GOD'S COUN- 
TRY (Chart Records, CHM, CHS 
1003). 

A native of Georgia, Sammy Poole 
has sung across America and in 
South America. His rich voice is ac- 
companied by his guitar. 


THE BEST SACRED SONGS — 1969 


music in the heart. And ev man 
that knows Christ can testify the 
truth of this. You cannot be a Chris- 
tian without a song inside you. There 
is nothing about Christ which makes 
a man long-faced and sad. Rather 


“NEW SACRED RECORDS 


“But, surely, the Messiah would 
be born in a palace, not a simple 
inn!"’ ~ 

Nearly two thousand years later, 
you and I know that the Babe of 
Bethlehem is the Christ; therefore, 
our not assigning him the place in 
our hearts and lives worthy of rec- 
“ognized being is infinitely more to be 
condemned than the action-—of the 
long-ago inn keeper! 

Some of us, like the ancient inn 
keeper, have so filled our hearts with 
the crowd, that there is little room 
—or only the outreaches.— in our 


so materialistic, that we ‘do | Gon- 
stantly whatever seems most profita- 


ble, most popular, or most con- 


venient—not what is most pleasing to ~ 


Christ. Some of us are so selfish, that 
we have perverted Paul’s immortal 
Philippians 1:21 to read, ‘‘For to me 
to live is me,” making all of our de- 
cisions on the basis of self, not Christ. 
No one of us can ever argue, as the 
inn keeper could argue with hon- 
esty, ‘I do not know who Christ is.” 
We know who he is; and, if we do 
not assign to him the ‘Throne Room” 
of our lives, permitting him a ‘‘full 
run” of every area of our hearts, we 
are indescribably more culpable than 
Bethlehem’s inn keeper of long ago. 

What place in the inn of your heart 
does Christ occupy? 

(Published by special arrangement 
with Dr. Swor, 902 Whitworth, Jack- 
son. Miss.) ; 


MESSAGES IN MELODY as sung 
by Lowell Leistner (Heart Warming 
Records LPHF 1725). 


The widely known song leader and 
soloist of the E. J. Daniels Evangel- 
istic Team brings together some of 
his most beloved numbers. Many Mis- 
sissippians have heard him in the can- 
vass cathedral. Here you can hear 
him in your home again and again. 


I BELIEVE, I BELIEVE, I BE- 
LIEVE — George Beverly Shea (RCA 
Victor LSP 4208). IVORY PALACES 
— George Beverly Shea (RCA CAm- 
den CAL CAS 2174). 


Who could introduce the world's 
most beloved singer. Here he adds two 
more great albums to the many more 
he already has released. 


Fai 


IN TIMES LIKE THESE — Dr. 
Tal D. Bonham and Bette Stalnaker 
(Americana, LPMS 2014). 


The pastor of South Side Baptist 
Church, Pine Bluff, Ark., presents 
four. brief devotional messages on 
man's need of God. The messages are 
interspersed with messages from the 
beautiful contralto voice of Bette Stal- 
naker. 


JIM DAVIS ACCOMPANIED BY 
THE BISONETTES OF OKLAHOMA 
BAPTIST UNIVERSITY (CHM 43 
Stereo). 


A singing missionary in the SBC, 
Jim Davis is regulariy featured with 
the Baptist Hour Choir. In this out- 
standing record he is accompanied by 
the Bisonettes. James Woodward, 
Chairman of the Church Music Dept 
at OBU calls this album “Exciting,” 


WESLEY TUTTLE SINGS (Sacred 
LPS 74053). 

Includes this well known singer's 
famous ‘‘Tumbling Tumbleweeds" 
and other unusual numbers. 


ABIDE WITH ME — Fred Lowery 


(Word WST 8456 LP). 

+ yA blind whistling artist who can 
whistle two notes at once, presents 
gospel songs in an unusual manner 
. . accompanied by an artist at the 
piano. A most unusual yet refreshing 
album. 


JOE FEENY SINGS FOR 
HEAVEN’S SAKE (RCA Victor LPM, 
LSP 3850). 

A featured tenor with the Lawrence 
Welk Show sings the divine message. 
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ae ‘for the Christ. Some of us are ~~ 


“Christmas in Zambia” was 
painted by Emmnauel Nsama - 
who used as his ‘models’ 
his own home, wife, and new son. 

' (RNS Photo) 


Christmas in Austria. 


(Augs- 
burg Photo) ; 


By Dr. Joe H. Tuten, pastor, 
Calvary Baptist Church, Jackson 
“And God said unto Noah, The end 
of all flesh is come before me; for the 
earth is filled with violence through 
them; and, behold, I will destroy them 
with the earth, Make thee an ark of 
gopher wood'’’ (Genesis 6:13-14a). 

The sermon which I preach this 
morning is fire in my own bones, but 
the title idea is borrowed with notice 
from a friend. 


In the long ago, the people of arty 
became very, very sinful. Earth would 
have to be destroyed, not because God 
had lost his compassion and love for 
mankind, but because man had closed 
his heart against God. He could no 
longer communicate with man. God 
could no longer do anything with man, 


It seemed the whole Earth was de- 
void of faith, but as God looked he 
saw a flutter of faith in the life of one 
man. That was enough. He could work 
with that. Life on Earth would not be 
destroyed completely and absolutely. 
God would work through this one man 
with whom he was able to communi- 
cate and from whom he was able to 
gain some response. That man was 
Noah. God told him to build an ark, 
because the Earth would be destroy- 
ed by water. Noah heard and obeyed. 
The. ark was built. 


When the. ark was completed, this 
man brought his wife, his three sons 
and their wives, various kinds of 
animal life, various kinds of plant 
and seed into the ark. God closed the 
door. The rains began to fall, the foun- 
tains of the deep were broken open 
and the Earth was covered with water. 
Archaeology gives confirmation of 
such a great flood. 


Through this one man life on this 
planet was spared and continued , 


Through faith this man saved his own *- 


life, saved his family and perpetuated 
life on Earth. 


*: OUR SINS—OUR PROBLEMS 

Perhaps no generation is able to 
measure very accurately or satisfac- 
torily its moral strength and w eak- 
ness. Perhaps we do not have the abil- 
ity to compare ourselves very objec- 
tively with other generations. But 
thoughtful men from many parts of 
the world have been telling us for dec- 
ades now that we are in trouble. They 


i 


i 
i 


5 
z 


Pot 


Christmas in Japan — The cos- 
tumes, the colors, the settings 
‘may differ, but the story is the 
same. (RNS Photo) 


aap in Argentina. (Kery- 
gma Fe tures, Photo) 


tion and that much, actual hunger ex- 


ists. Others equall} capable of know- 
ing. declare this is not true. And I 
honestly do-not know. But I know 
how my heart has been gripped when 
hearing the statement that “half the 
world went to bed hungry last night.’’ 
And I feel as I think you do, namely, 
that if I know someone who is 
hungry I want to help give him bread 
I want/'to-help give him bread to eat. 
to eat. There must be some problem 
of hunger in our nation, and there 
certainly is a problem of poverty. 
ATTITUDE TOWARD WORK 
We have forgotten that one of man’s 
truly great blessings is the privilege 
of work. God has made us with the 
wonderful capacity to visualize, under- 
take and accomplish; yet work is 
dreaded and avoided. God must have 
intended that work should span the 
whole of life. Retirement is a blight to 
the old, and false standards of prestige 
are a curse to the young. Youth are 
forced as misfits into college and the 
professions by superficial status sym- 
bols, while the trades are denied their 
excited interest and true talent. Some 
young professional men in Jackson are 
living at starvation's door, while oth- 
er young’ men’ working with their 
hands in carpentry, electrical and me- 
chanical fields are earning in excess 
of ten thousand dollars per year. The 


false pride of parents or wife can | 


cause a man to hate the very endea- 
vor by which he earns his bread. We 
are mixed up about work. 
ANTIQUATED GOVERNMENT 
Our religion has a history of nega- 
tiviam toward centralized govern- 
ment. There is a reason for this. A 
strong national government kicked 
our teeth out a hundred years ago, and 
we have not gotten over it. But hones- 
ty compels me to express the opinion 
that it is in the area of local govern- 
ment that the greatest need for tm- 
provement exists. We are still living 
with city, county and state govern- 
ment which was designed literally for 
the horse and buggy age, and we have 
not faced up to the need of updating 
ur antiquated system of government. 
governor is to be commended for 
his announcement last week that a stu- 
dy commission composed of outstand- 
ing business executives is being form- 
ed to consider overlapping and. man- 
agement problems of the many We- 
partments of state government. 
TECHNOLOGY 
The rapid advances in technology 
and the sophistication required in 
specialized efforts are throwing much 
of society out-of kelter. This.is drama- 


i— 


Christmas in Scandinavia — 
Sheaves of wheat are placed in 
trees to feed the birds. (RNS 
Photo) 


Christmas in Rome—Shop- 

pers stroll on the Via Frattina 

| under: a canopy of Christmas 
lights. (RNS Photo) 


The children will be transferred in 
substantial numbers to similarly in- 
tegrated schools next September. 
More sudden change is faced in the 
schools of Hinds County, because both 
faculty and children will be transfer- 
red: in large numbers in January. 

These changes are going tto be dif- 
ficult and discouraging. Perhaps no 
one can realize the full measure of 
hardship which will be imposed upon 
individual families, the stress which 
will be placed upon teachers, or the 
extent to which public education is go- 
ing to be damaged. It will be greater 
than most of us can see. 

But, let me say some things in this 
area. 

There are those who are suggesting 
that the establishment of private scho- 
ols is the best er to this problem 
One thing whiclf concerns me is the 
fear that some political leaders w i11 
advocate this as a program of hope, 
when, in_my judgement, it holds no 
hope as an educational system for the 
masses. However good were their in- 
tentions, we have been headed down 
enough dead end roads by leaders 
who should have known better because 
politics and government wérp their 
business. we 

We are living in a state where the 
economy has made it difficult for us to 
support adequately a public school 
system. The rafters shook two years 
ago when the Governor and sympathe- 
tic legislature levied additiona! taxes 
to upgrade the salaries of teachers to 
a level nearer that being paid in ad- 
jacent states. Some families will be 
able to send their children to private 
schools. Many family budgets can not 
stand the costs. Can you take at least 
five hundred dollars per year out of 
your family income to send each of 
your children to school? Can you do 
this year after year? Only the ail- 
dren of the rich and near rich vill 
be able to go to private schools. I be- 
lieve the 
schools for the- masses is a false 
\hope of first magnitude. 

Another thing! It is always easier to 
look back than it is to look ahead. | 
repeat,, hindsight is easier than for- 
sight for all of us.-You were very kind 
to me five years ago when as a trustee 
of oné of our denominational schools 
I\ voted to sign the compliance form 


clearly it would mean the admission 
of _Negro_ students. I did what ! 
thought was wise, what I thought was 
good. 

You were kind to me, I say! But, 
looking back, and considering the con- 
dition which faces our children nov, 
oh! how I wish we had begun accept- 
ing Negro students twenty years ago 
and educating them to be teachers! 


establishment of private | 


Christmas in Nazareth — Vis- 
itors gather from all over the 
world. (Israel Government Pho- 
to) 


in America — A 


Christmas 
choir sings ‘carols at the base of 


the Nation’s Christmas Tree. 


(RNS Photo) 


“Tomorrows Ark” To Be Built Of Fe aith, Obedience, Love, Hope 


statement. He said it was important 
that the campaign should be conduct- 
ed in such a way that whomever was 
elected president would: be able to gov- 
ern. Taken as a responsible statement, 
this is frightening. 

And, now, thoughtful men, are ask- 
ing the serious question of whether or 
not this country is still governable. Or, 
if I may say it another way, they 
are asking, have we Americans be- 
come so steeped in individualism, so 
hardened in selfishness, so down right 
mean that nobody can govern us? 
Is this where we almost are? A study 
commission which reported to the pre- 
sident two weeks ago predicted that 
our cities are going to become armed 
camps. The news of assassina- 
tions and pitched, gun battles 
has rivaled the news of our space 
accomplishments in this decade of the 
sizzling sixties. Violence fills our bor- 


- ders. Can this country still be govern- 


ed—by anybody? 

Our church. There is, along with all 
of this, the problem our church faces 
from the very: practical stahidpoint. 
How can the church live and serve in 
society today with its doors closed to 
people of races other than the race of 
those who presently compose the chur- 
ch? May-I make this very simple? 
Some of our people who have weddings 
here asked me if they can invite 
negro friends to their wedding. 
How am I to answer? We used to have 
the high school choirs come and sing 
for us occasionally. What am I sup- 
posed to answer when the question a- 
rises as to whether or not the choir 
can come and sing? We can not forev- 
er bury in the sand, member of Calva- 
ry, and in all kindness, let me say that 
if you are nto a member of Calvary 
this is not your affair at this--point; 
if you are not a member of Calvary 
to talk about what Calvary does — but, 
member of Calvery, we shall not for- 
ever be able to push this in the ground 
without looking at it and facing it and 
making decisions about it. I do not 
have the right or authority as you pas- 
tor to make decisions in a matter 
like this. 

The problem of pollution is serious 
and frightening. You and I live be- 
cause we consume other forms of life. 
All forms of life, right on down to the 
bottom ‘of the scale, exist in depend- 
ence upon other forms of life: 1 am told 
by: scientists who should know that 
right here on our Mississippi Coast 
certain lower forms of life which are 
absolutely essential in the support of 


higher forms of life are rapidly dis- . 


appearing through the problenj.of pob 
lution. If these elementary forms of 
life are destroyed or pass out of exis- 
scientists absolutely do not 

be sustained on this 


These are some of the problems we 
face, problems which so often grown 
out of our selfishness, greed and prtie. 

. A NEW ARK? 

Is it possible, do you suppose, that 

God is nearing some kind of new ven- 


~~ 


Christmas Everywhere 


_” Christmas in lands of the fir-tree and pine, 
Christmas in lands of the palm-tree and vine, 
Christmas where snow-peaks stand solemn and white, 
Christmas where cornfields \ie sunny and bright, 

Everywhere, everywhere; Christmas to-night! - 


Christmas where children are hopeful and gay, 
Christmas where old men are patient and gray, 
Christmas where peace, like a dove in its flight, 
Broods o’er brave men in the thick of the fight. 
Everywhere, everywhere, Christmas tonight! pet 


For the Christ-child who comes is the Master of all, 

No palace too’great and no cottage too small; — ‘ 

The angels who welcome Him sing. from. the height, - : F 

~—"' Tin the Cit¥ ef David, a King in His might.” ~~ 
Everywhere, everywhere; Christmas to-night! 


Then let every heart keep its Chris within, 
Christ’s pity for sorrow, Christ’s ha’ for sin, 
Christ’s care for the weakest, Chist’s courage for right, 
Christ’s dread of the darkness, Christ’s love of the light, 
Everywhere, everywhere, Christmas (to-night! 

| 


So the stars of the midnight which compass us around 
Shall see a strange glory, and hear a sweet sound, 
And cry, ‘“‘Look! the earth is aflame with delight, 
O sons of the morning, rejoice at the sight.” 

Everywhere, everywhere, Christmas to-night! 


—Phillips Brooks 


sidering the phenomenal success we right and will teach their children at 
have had in the space program, yet home to do right. 
feeling that sooner or later something The ark of tomorrow is going to be 
is going to happen, and one of these built by a person who is obedient to 
space ships may not get back. Is it God, and the great problems which 
possible that in our egocentric way confront us are going to be solved by 
we have worried about the wrong end people who solve them on the basis of 
of the thing? Is it possible, do you sup- moral and ethical rightness. There 
pose, that some day out yonder one of is a God in this universe in which we 
these space ships, moving from planet _ live. 
to planet, may start back to an Earth LOVE 
devoid of life, and a space ship may The ark of tomorrow is going to be 
turn out to be an ark by which God built by a person of love. Hate never 
perpetuates life in the universe? solved any problem. Hate eats and kil - 
I do not know. It may very well be and destroys from within. Love heals 
that God is preparing someone to build and solves and builds. 


an ark. : Noah was a man of love. He loved 
WHO WILL BUILD everything that had life. It was no 
TOMORROW'S ARK? problem for Noah to bring his daugh- 


First I want to say to you—and it is_ ters - in law into the ark, because 
so elementary that I almost am em- he loved them. It was no problem for 
barrassed to say it—, but let me say Noah to, save those animals, because 
that tomorrow’s ark will not be-built he loved life. Noah never pulled little 
by the person who build yesterday's birds ! He took care of those 
ark! If there is to be an ark of tomor- plants, because he loved everything 
row, it;will be built by someone of a_ that life. His awe of life was 
today!{/7 | like reverence of God. He loved 

1 grow weary in y soul earl asi ~~ bey came from God. 
ple who want to live in yesterday e ark of tomorrow is going to be 
when this is so obviously impossible. built by a person of love, and the prob- 

The ark of tomorrow will not be built lems of today are going to be solved 
by the man who built the other ark, by people of love. You will never be 
and the problems of today will not be doing wrong when out of a heart mold- 
solved by your grandfather. ed by the Spirit of Christ you are kind 

FAITH and good to another person. You will 
never be doing wrong when you 
manifest love to your fellow man. 

HOPE 


The ark of tomorrow will be built 
by a person of faith. Faith is the great 
dynamic of life. It is the fuel of human 
endeavor. It is the great motivation of Finally, the ark of tomorrow is go 
the human spirit. ing to be built by a person of hope. 

“Without faith it is impossible to Hope is the arm which extends the 
please God” (Hebrews 11:6). It is the hand through fog and darkness to 
person without faith who sits placidly work on tomorrow's world. Noah ham- 
in the midst of life’s problems, who mered away and built the ark in the 
neither hears the voice of God nor raw courage and strength of hope. 
reaches forth to a better day. To talk about a Christian faith and 

Faith visualizes, undertakes and a Christian philosophy without hope is 
perserves. The person who builds like talking about fire that is not hot 
tomorrow's ark, like Noah, will-be a or rain that is not wet. The Christian 
person of faith in God, and the people philosophy from beginning to end is 
who solve today’s problems will be essentially one of hope. This was the 
the people of faith. testimony of Beverly Shea when he 

OBEDIENCE TO GOD sang last night ‘The Christ of Every 

The ark of tomorrow will be built Crisis.” 
by a person obedient to God. Noah Our Gospel is a gospel of hope! If 
obeyed God. He was a preacher of you are facing starvation, go back and 
righteousness. He lived by the moral read about the widow in the days of 
and ethical teachings of Jehovah God. . Elisha, whose husband was dead, who 

The problems of today are not going owned everybody in town and who 
to be solved by the poeple who ignore was completely broke — read how she 
and ridicule and defy the moral and poured from one little bottle of olive 
ethical teachings of God: oil until every bottle in the house was 

The problems are going to be solved’ full and she paid off every creditor. If 
by people to whom God can speak a you are worried about your son in 
word, and they can hear, and the y Viet Nam, go back and read about 
answer, and they do what he says for Gideon and his army of three hundred 
and know that God has given us a ba- 
sis of hope. If your wife is sick and 
are worried and distrubed. You are the doctors offer you no hope, you go 
wondering what-you-are-going to do back and read about the woman who 
and how you are going to at if you had been sick for twelve years until 


You do Jesus came, and she touched the hem 
you do not of his garment, and things ¢ 
your Bible You say it is dark out there. 

the be dark, but the Christian 
the twen- Christian 
‘ou go to ‘ 
ght and future. You 
, and 

do if you 
weeks to 

do right! “Shall 


Mississippian | 
Is New Editor, 


First Church, Clayton, N. C., has ac- 
cepted the position of Editor of Adult 
Materials of the Sunday School De- 
partment with the Sunday School 
Board, SBC. He will begin his new 
work in Nashville, Tennessee, on Jan- 
uary 15, 1970. 

His recent writings include the au- 
thorship of Conquering Inner Space, 
contributing to Everyday, Five Min- 
utes with God and Is Christ for John 
Smith?, all published by Broadman 
Press. He has written for Sunday 
School Married Young People and 
The Young People’s Teacher. 

Mrs. Steen, the former Dorothy 
Jean Lipham, native of Jackson, 
Miss., was recently elected North 
Carolina state president of the Bap- 


tist Minister’s \ 

The Steens have children: 
Warren, 15, Annell, 13,\and Lucinda, 
10. ' 


Native of Jackson, Miss. he attend- 
ed Miss. College, and graduated 
from Baylor University and Southern 
Seminary. He earned a master of 
Sacred Theology degree from Union 
Theological Seminary in New Y or k. 


_Adult Materials — 


Rev. John Warren Steen, pastor of 


“Her Lengthened Shadow” 


PICTURED ARE THE youth of Osyka Church presenting a play on the life 
of Lottie Moon, ‘‘Her Lengthened Shadow.”’ This play was presented as an 


aid toward reaching the $800 goal set 


by the Osyka Church for the Lottie 


Moon Christmas Offering. It was presented on December 7, the first day of 
the fund drivé. On that day, $730.15 was received toward the goal. Left to 


right are: Becky Ott, Sandra Alger, 
Wilson (Lottie Moon), 


Donnie Wilson, Elsie Rushing, Vicky Ott, Mar : 
Dickey, Ginger Alger, Betty Jo Dickey, and Charlotte Jackson (not shown). 


Katie Ott, David Alan Stewart, Pattie 
‘Lou 


Directing were: WMU President, Mrs. Margaret McNees; G. A. leaders, Mrs. 
‘Brenda- Ott:-and*Mrs:—-Karlene--Merris—-Rev-- Richard-G.--Gordon-is “pastor. 


“Youngest Missionary” 


REBECCA GARVIN seems to be say- 
ing, Yes, I’m going to Africa too! 
She is the three-week-old daughter of 
Rev. and Mrs. Harry B. Garvin of 
Fort Worth, Tex., appointed mission- 
aries to Uganda on December 4 by 
the Foreign Mission Board in Rich- 
mond, Va. She is probably the young- 
est ‘‘missionary" ever ‘‘appointed,” 
according to Jesse C. Fletcher, di- 
rector of the board's mission support 
<division.—(Phote- by Warren Johnson) 


Gulf Coast Man Panne 45,000 Bibles 


The December issue of Bible So- 
ciety Record, published by the Amer- 
ican Bible Society, carries a feature 


article about J. C. Broom of 2106 
O'Donnell Boulevard, Gulfport. 
Since Hurricane Camille, Mr. 


Broom, who is blind, has given 
away over 45,000 Bibles, New Testa- 
ments, and Gospels, and has 5,750 


more on the way from New York to__- 


give away before Christmas, in the 
nine southernmost caunties of Missis- 
sippi. . 

“If you have ;Bibles, we. need 
them!"’ was a message broadcast on 
the radio following Camille. A\isten- 
er remembered that Mr. Broom dis- 
tributed copies of the Gospel of John 
to his neighbors every Saturday, and 
invited them to attend church. The 
listener called the station, and they 
contacted Mr. Broom. 

Forty-two-year old John Broom, 
former U.S. mailman, became 
blind two years ago. He became a 


‘Christian in November, 1968. He did 
Heve—a supply of the Scripture Por- 
tion, ‘‘Good News by a Man Named 
John,” that he had been handing out 
at his own expense. 

He gave all his own supply, and 
then sent for another $100 worth from 
the American Bible Society, with 


Riverside Calls Pastor 

RIVERSIDE Church, Money, 
called as their new pastor Rev. Mar- 
ion Holley. Mr.,Holley has resigned as 
pastor of New Hope Church, near 
Vardaman, in Calhoun County, and 
he and Mrs. Holley have moved to 
the new field of service. 


Dr. Harry Lee Spencer, Jackson, 
former executive secretary, Mississip- 
pi Baptist Foundation, now retired, 
has served as interim pastor at River- 
side since August. 

The Riverside Church has a beau- 
tiful building situated on the bank of 
the Tallahatchie River. 


Six Mississippians To Graduate From Southwestern 


Six students from Mississippi. will receive de- 
grees during commencement exercises at Southwest- 
ern Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas, at 7:30 p. m., 
December 19. They are, left to right, above:Charles 
B. Allen, McComb, Master of Church Music Educa- 
tion; Alva R. McCorkle, Houston, Master of Reli- 


vinity ; 
Mississippian, 


Education. 


Taiwan Baptists Sponsor TV Program 
A series of 30-minute television programs sponsored by the Taiwan Bap- 
tist Radio and Television Studio is being broadcast weekly over a new Chi- 
nese television station in Taipei, Taiwan. 


These programs, under the title 
the Gate”’), 


“Wan Fu Lin Mén” (‘Happiness at 
consist mainly of films from ‘‘The Answer’’’series produced by 


the Southern Baptist Radio and Television Commission, which have been 
dubbed into Mandarin Chinese by staff members of the Taiwan Baptist 


Brotherhood 


Those who are responsible for planning the Baptist Men’s Day program 
(January 25) will please turn to pages 51-57 in the 1969-70 BROTHER- 
HOOD HANDBOOK in order that you may find the materials, planning a 
Baptist Men’s Day observation, ordinarily included in the Baptist Men's 


studio. 


Day packet. 


OFFICE SUPPLIES—FURNITURE—SAFES 
Folding Chairs—Banquet Tables 


MISSISSIPP! STATIONERY COMPANY 


277 East Street 


PRINTING AND LITHOGRAPHING 


one step beyond the 


» OFFERS 


(adults only)“ 


FREE WHILE THE | 


| Meeting Ald Service 


PASTORS, MAY WE HELP YOU EXTEND YOUR MINISTRY? 


Whi hurch member’s troubles 
family, "aith ‘ee, grief, contusion 


A _non-denominational arm of the church—in therapy and support—onl 
immediate church family. = = 


~ suite SHREWSIUE, GER BRE™S, SEATER, Of MIMSIRSEPP 


A pon-profit agency of The Mississipp! eligious and Pastoral Counseling Fds., ‘Ine. 


DEAF MAN DESIGNS 
TINY HEARING AID-— 
FREE 


A remarkably tiny all-in-the-ear hearing aid has been designed 

by a man who has been hard of hearing for nearly ten years. 

This small device has no dangling cords. No separate transmitting 
units, Just slip it in your ear and hear again as nature 
intended. Due to the use of transistors, the user cost is ex- 
tremely low. The instrument weighs only 4 oz. Hardly 


FREE. Actual sizé, non-working model of the new hearing aid is avail: 
able to you. No cost or obligation of any kind. It’s yours to keep. 


F tence send me FREE, actual size, model of 
) the new TELEX all-in-the-ear hearing aid. 

y LIMITED SUPPLY Lasts — | “A™ 
of Write For Yours Teday To:| ADDRESS. 
f ciry. 
hor _——, | —————e ome: 


(marriage, 
con- 


MODEL 


(non-working) 


noticeable, yet very powerful. 


gious. Ed.: Jerry E. File, Gulfport, Master of Di- 
Perry G. Robinson, 
Church Music; David L. Hamilton, Nebo, Ill., former 


Ellisville, Master of 


Master of Religious Education; 


Marvin G. Lancaster, Raymond, Master of Religious 


LOTTIE MOON 
COOK BOOK 


A compilation of rec 
ipes in original 
wording and format 
from Lottie Moon's 
— cook book 
he recipes, which 
she starred, dated 
orf - commented on. 
graphically show the 
difficulties of prepar 
and” keeping 
the 19th 


80133 
4.95 


At Your Baptist Book Store 


WORD books 


SS 
BIBLES REBOUND & REPAIRED. 
Write for free leather samples, price 
list. Ramirez & Sons Boot Mfg., Box 


1889, Odessa, Texas. 


OLD BIBLES REBOUND 


A price, binding and style to meet ever 
need y 


|. Quolity work: ship guoron'eed 
Write for illustrated Brice folder = 


“Internationally known specialists’ 


NORRIS BOOKBINDING CO. 
Box 305-C Greenwood Miss. 38970 


WO) Sd = 
ALO) oa 


FRUIT 
FLAVOR 


Pordens 
STRAWBERRIES 
Nmaaitiy 


_the Today’s English Version. 
has 


funds provided by his church, Hands- 
boro Baptist. 

The Bible Society has a long his- 
tory of providing Scriptures for vic- 
times of floods and earthquakes, tor- 
nadoes, and fires. They were happy 
to hear of a concerned person on 
the scene, and immediately dispat 
ched by air 10,000 copies of the Gospel 
of John and 1,000 New Testaments in 
Mr. 
and Mrs. Broom distributed the books 
to churches and refugee centers. Cop- 
ies of ‘‘Good News by a Man Named 
John’ were placed in each grocery 
bag given out at the Salvation Army’s 
centers. 


Mr. Broom was designated the ABS 
liaison in Gulfport and New Testa- 
ments and Bibles have been stocked 
in his home for distribution through 
the long period of rebuilding. 

Mr. Broom says, ‘‘This is my way 
of telling people of the love that I 
have for God.” 


Watch for signs that a parked car 
may be ready to pull away from the 
curb. (A puff of exhaust smoke or a 
driver sitting behind the wheel. may 
be indications.) 

Adjust speed to road, traffic and 
visibility. (Posted limit is maximum 
speed for ideal conditions.) 

Watch for children and pedestrians, 
especially between intersections. 


TWO SYMBOLS OF QUALITY 


. the Gold Medallion, assuring home- 
owners of modern living at its finest 
ond Reddy Kilowott, symbolizing an in- 
vestor owned compony Helping build 
Mississipp: 


™“. 


MIDDLE SOUTH 
vnuras & 


Mississippi power & uGHT 


Helping Build Mississippi 


IMPORTANT 

BOOKS FOR 

IMPORTANT 
PEOPLE 


_> STRUGGLE FOR_INTEGRITY $4.95 
Watker Knight The moving, honest story 
of a church struggling to be « true 
church — a@ loving, healing fellowship 
amidst the anguish of a changing neigh- 
borhood. 


$3.50 
ainst 


for 
on the” 


BAPTISTS SEE BLACK 
Wayne Dehoney, Ed. T 
ministers speak out with courage 
injustice end racism; a stirring ca 
commitment to Biblical teachi 
common origin of all mankind. 


DOCTOR IN AN OLD WORLD $3.9 
Helen The amazi 


Baptist medical missionary 
to China: spanned two World Wars as well 
as work in music and medicine. 


THE CUTTING Vol. i, 1 $4.95 ea. 

4. C. Brown, Ed. Critical questions for 

contemporary Saye ee include an — 
rac 


--Fexas-Boys-Choir-To.Sing-On-ABC-TY. 


The ABC television network will present the Texas Boys Choir in ‘‘The 
Mysterious, Magical, Miracle Box,’’ a half-hour Christmas special produced 
in association with the Southern Baptists’ Radio and Television Commission, 
at 1:00 p.m. Eastern Time, Sunday, Dec. 21. Theme of the program is. an 
imaginary trip that takes the viewer around the world, with brief musical 
stops in many countries. ods 


TRAINING UNION LEADERSHIP 
CONVENTION 


December 29-30 
Broadmoor Baptist Church 
Jackson 


PHILIP B. HARRIS, 
Secretary Church 
Training Department 
Baptist Sunday School 
Board Nashville, 
Tennessee 


SPEAKER 
JOE DAVIS HEACOCK 
Fort Worth, Texas 
Directors of 
Member Training 


Leadership Conference 


Leaders 


? 


JIMMY CROWE 
Nashville, Tennessee 
Directors of 
Leader Training 


CHARLES L. NORTON 
Nashville, Tennessee 
Directors of 
New Member Training 


R. CLYDE HALL 
Dallas, Texas 
Adults 


igs 
MISS HAZEL MORRIS 


“ MRS. JESSE MEEK MRS. JOE H 
Nashville, Tennessee BARBER, JR ~ Jackson 
Primary Workers Columbus Beginner Workers 


Nursery Workers 


BILL KING 
Dallas, Texas 
Junior Workers 


MISS MARY ALLEN 
Nashville, Tennessee 
Intermediate Workers 


TOMMY DIXON 
Dallas, Texas 
Young People’s 
Workers 


A Training Program For The Improvement of 


Leadership Skills For All Training Union Workers 


Pews, Chancel Furniture, Pew 

Cushions, Choir Chairs, Education- 

al Furniture, and Spires. 

For free consultation and prices 
contact 

HOUSTON CASE 


PUT ACTION IN 
YOUR JANUARY 
BIBLE STUDY 


P..0. Box 870 


Brookha » Mississippi 39601 
Phone No. 833-4339 
Courgon Seating Company, Inc. 
-Leeds, Alabama 


Write or call 
WAGONER BROS. 
MFG. CO. WHERE THE ACTION IS 
Phone: OR 5-2468 Foy Valeritine 
Booneville, Arkansas STUDIES IN JAMES —_ Explores this 


“high voltage” book in light of the 
pressi ne social and theo! 1 is- 
sues of our day. The author shows 
the relationship of James to doc- 
trines essential to the Christian 
a = present-day situations 

: lar, poverty, class ° 
sciousness, law and weer: ue 
$4.95 


‘A New, important Book 
At Your Baptist Book Store 


WORD books 


THE INTERNATIONAL LESSON 


_ God With Us — 


‘By Clifton J. Allen 
. Matthew 1 


If we have spiritual insight and 
feeling, our hearts should quicken as 
we study this lesson. It tells of the 

ane eae birth of Jesus Christ. . 
<a Two lines of the 
¥ \ hymn come to mind: 
we “Hail to the bright- 
ness of Zion's glad 
morning! Joy to the 
lands that in dark- 
ness have lain!’’ The 


incarnation of Christ 
2 marked the begin- 
ning of the new era 


__in. God's plan of the ages, It was a_ 
burst of heavenly light into the dark- 
ness of the world. For the past sev- 
eral months we have followed the un- 
folding events in the OM Testarnent 
of the story of God and his people. 
We come now to a'‘new scene in the 
drama in which God in Christ ac- 
complishes redemption for a lost 
world. This is more than a Christmas 
lesson. It isethe account of the divine 
visitation to redeem mankind and to 
bring salvation to the people of God. 


The Lesson Explained 
The Genealogy of Jesus 
Verse 1 


This verse introduces the genealogy 
of Jesus. It answers in part the ques- 
tion, Who is Jesus Christ? He is iden 
tion, as ‘‘the son of David, the son of 
Abraham.'’ God made a_ covenant 
promise to Abraham that through his 
descendants all the nations of the 
earth would be blessed. The coming 
of Jesus as the Saviour of the world 
was the fulfilment of that promise. 
God promised David that he would 
raise up one of his sons to reign upon 
the throne of Israel forever. Jesus was 
the fulfilment of that promise, as the 
King of the true Israel forever. Mat- 
thew traced Jesus’ line from Abra- 
ham to. Joseph, whom he identified 
as the husband of Mary, of whom Je- 
sus was born (v. 16). It was custom- 
ary to trace legal descent through the 
father, and this was Matthew's pur- 
pose, though he clearly stated that 
Joseph was not the actual father of 
Jesus but the foster father of Mary's 
miraculously begotten son. The 
genealogy identified Jesus as a per- 
son in history, as the fulfilment of 
convenant promise, and as. one de- 


——- “~ ee EOE a 


signed to make possible the execution, 


of God’s intention for all mankind. © 


Supernatural Birth — 
Verses 18-21 


It was more important to identify 
Jesus as the Son of God. Matthew re- 
cords the facts concerning his super- 
natural birth. Mary was betrothed to 
Joseph, which established a legal re- 
lationship, but they had not become 
husband and wife. Before they were 
actually married, Mary was*found to 
be with child. Joseph, faced with the 
gravest problem, wanted to put Mary 
away quietly rather than make her 
the object of shame—because he was 
righteous and considerate. An angel 
of the Lord instructed him not to hesi- 


tate to take Mary for his wife =, . 
a Visit 


| AROUND 
THE WORLD 
TOUR 

INCLUDING THE 

BAPTIST WORLD ALLIANCE 

HOLY LAND _. 

June 18 - July 19, 1970 
Total Cost: $1,805 


Round Trip from Jackson, 
Memphis or New Orleans 


a0 


‘Direct Loans _ 


cause her ‘ican was by the Hely 
Spirit. The Angel then announced the 
wondrous fact that she would give 
birth to a son, to be called Jesus— 
“Josiah” or ‘“‘the Lord of salvation” 
—who would save his people from 
their sins. 

Matthew's account is told from the 
standpoint of Joseph. But in clearest 
language we have the fact of divine 
conception and virgin birth. We have 
divine revelation and human trust and 
obedience. We have divine miracle 
and human instrument. We have an 
eternal purpose of God fulfilled ‘at a 
point in time on earth to bring hope 
and salvation to » the world. 

God In Flesh 
Verses 22-25 

Joseph: obeyed the angel’s com- 
mand, a trestimony to his piety and 
faith. He lovingly sheltered Mary as 
his wife and protected her virginity in 
the fear-of the Lord, also a testi- 


‘mony to his piety, compassion, cour- 


age, and faith. Jesus was conceived 
of the Holy Spirit and born of the 
virgin Mary. He was thus God in 
fact, “God with us’! His name 
“‘Jesus’’ stands for a saving mission. 
It declared him to be the Saviour of 
the world. The name ‘‘Emmanuel” 
refers to his nature. It declared the 


“fact of his deity. God became mani- 


fest in flesh. The birth of Jesus, 
through the mystery and miracle of 
the incarnation, was God’s thrust of 
himself into humanity, his identifica- 
tion with the human race, his self- 
disclosure in a human being, his will- 
ingness to empty « self into the 


form of a man — al} that he might | 


bring mer to himself redemp- 

tion. : 
Truths to Live By 

God did something wonderful. 

We do not have understanding or ex- 


pression for a worthy response to the 


significance of the birth of Jesus. - 


Through the incarnation, God put in- 
to operation a plan conceived in the 
councils of eternity. He brought to 
fulfilment something planned from the 
beginning of time. He gave expres- 
sion to love without measure and pow- 
er without limit when he came in 
Christ to save the world. 

Jesus was human and divine.—The 
incarnation loses its meaning if we 
forget that it meant a God-man. Both 
humanity and deity were indispensa- 
ble for the Saviour. ; 

Ged is with us now, — There is 
continuing reality in the meaning of 
‘the_ incarnation. God in CKtrist be- 
came Emmanuel, God with us — 
earth. He returned 
glory, but he assured u3> 
you always, even unto the tnd of the 
world."’ 

The birth of Jesus merits celebra- 
tion: — This is the real reason for 
Christmas. 


FLORAL 


COMPANY, 1mC. 


Poooe FL 5-247] 


(AMAR or-Amitt 


cia -teve $887 


England - France -‘ Switzerland- 
Italy .- Greese - Israel and Egypt 
(Holy Land) 7 days - India - 
Thailand - Hong Kong - (7 days) - 
Honolula. 

Call or write today: 

Rey. Fred Tarpley 


P. 0. Box 4686 
Jackson, Miss. 39216 


Telephone -362-8676 


Planning To Build? 
_- For Financial Assistance 


* Bond Issue 


' CONTACT 
Church Building & Saving Ass'n =i‘ 


re 


SUNDAYS SCHOOL LESSON 


LIFE AND WORK CURRICULUM 


Thursday, December. 18, 1909 


' William Carey College board of 
trustees announced on last week the 
awarding of bids totaling nearly one- 
half-million dollars to Hattiesburg 
contractors for - immediate con- 


Struction of a new, large wine to 
Green Science Hall. 


At a banquet on the Carey campus 
in honor of all the medical doctors 
and their wives of Hattiesburg plus 


_ Behold The Lamb Of God_ 


Ex. 12: 21.27 ‘John 118-29 
Matt. 1:18-25 
By Bill Duncan 

An artist has painted a picture of 
Jesus as a young man while he work- 
ed in the carpenter shop at Nazareth. 
Apparently the young man had been 
= . busy over the work- 
bench, and walked to 
the door for a mo- 
; ment of fresh air and 
| to stretch his tired, 
»> cramped back mus- 
cles. There the art- 
ist painted his sub- 
ject with arms  out- 
stretched and dress - 
ed in working clothes. 
The sun pogring upon his face with 
arms outstretched cast a show of a 
cross upon the ground. The title of the 


painting — a the Lamb of 
God’’. « 
The last’ on the Bible tells us 


that in the “all that dwell upon the 
earth shall worship him, whose names 
are written in the book of life of the 
Lamb slain from the foundation of the 
world.’’ This reminds us that Jesus as 
the Lamb of God was planned from 
the beginning of time. There never 
was, and never will be, a time that 
Jesus as the Lamb will not stand out 
in the revelation of God. 

It is significant that Jesus was born 
in the town of Bethlehem where s0 
many of the lambs and sheep were 
kept that would make their way to the 
altar in Jerusalem for sacrifices that 
the priest would make for the people. 

Some have speculated that the shep- 
herds that came to the manger on the 
night of Jesus’ birth, to worship him, 
‘were men who kept the Priestly 
animals. So Jerusalem started on the 


the instructions of God whe gt fore- 
telling to the ‘people that the Lamb 
of God would one day deliver them 
fully. This was an annual feast, to re- 
member what God had done for them 
and to remind them that the promise 
to Abraham would come true. Gen. 
22:8 ‘God will provide himself a 
lamb." < 


Paul reminded the people of Corin- 
th that ‘For even Christ our passover 
is sacrificed for us."’ I Cor. 5:7. Jesus 
fulfilled the expectation of the Jewish 
people who had observed the passover 
for years. The tragedy is that so many 
of the Jewish people did not see the 
Messiah as the Lamb of God. It was 


—only--possible that deliverance could 


come by the blood of Jesus Christ. 
Jesus met all the requirements that 
were set for the lamb. 


It is wonderful to know that “now 
once in the end of the world hath he 
appeared to put away sin by the sac- 
rifice of himself.'’ Heb. 9:26 

The Lamb of Ged at His Birth 
Matt. 1:18 - 21 

The angel appeared unto Joseph and 
told him that the child which was to 
be born was to be named Jesus. The 
name implied the character and 
expectation of the parents. Jesus 
meant ‘‘for he shall save his people 
from their sins.’’ This child had royal 
ancestors in the line of David and 
Abraham. But the royal line had now 
found its true purpose in Jesus Christ. 
He would do something about the bas- 
ie problem of sin and forgiveness. 

Matt. 1:25 says “‘he called his name 
Jesus." This implied obedience to the 


journey from the cradle of a stall to | 
the cross like so many other sacrifi- | 


cial animals. Only Jesus would be the 
one to make the perfect sacrifice for 
the sins of the whole world. The ani- 
mals could not make full and final 
atonement, but Jesus willingly be- 
came ‘our sacrifice. 


_ ‘Te Lamb of Ged Foretold 


Ex. 12:21 - 27 | 
When Moses instituted the Passover 
feast before leading the children of 


Israel from Egypt, he was following 


THIS PLUS. THIS 


Here’s some good news! Master 
Health is again available to 
individuals and families as an 
addition to regular Blue Cross-~- 
Blue Shield coverage. 


The Master Health Endorsement 


ives ion BEYOND THE 
ENE OF THE BASIC 
CONTRACT IN THREE 
VITAL AR 


1,.MAJOR MEDICAL BENEFITS— 
up to $5,000 for medical 
expenses incurred for high-cost 
iliness or accident. Ma 


“COVERS YOU BEST 
WHEN YOU NEED ff MOST” 


~ |BIUECROSS 
BIVE®SHIELD | 


Mississippi Hospital & Medical Service 
tex : tebe 0 mete ecard 


, Jackson, Mississippi 
= —— 366-1422 


wea Carey To Add Wing ng To Science Ha 


the medical staff of\ Southern Baptist 
Hospital in New Orleans, Dr. Ralph 
Noonkester, president of Carey, an- 
nounced the decision of the trustees 
and presented the colored artist's 
drawing of the proposed building. 


The new wing will be much larger 
than the existing one built some 10 
years ago. The hall is named for Ben 
Green, the late father of Dr. Earl 
Green of Hattiesburg, Carey trustee. 
Ben Green, himself, of Leaf, was a 
long-time trustee and —— of the 
college. 


Dr. Noonkester said the contracts 
call for the building to be completed 
in 300 days. This will be the 14th new 
building constructed on the Carey 
campus in the past fourteen days. 


Dr. Earl Green and his wife were 


given the honor’ of saveiling Mims 
ist’s conception of the new : 
oe ete mee te ae 
son, and Dr. Erskine Ross, Jr., all — 
trustees, were hosts for the occasién. 


The recent merging of facilities and 
curriculum of the Mather School of 
Nursing in New Orleans with Carey 
College was the event which prompt- 
ed the bringing to Hattiesburg the 
two groups of medical personnel. .. 
‘ “The new science building will not 
only enhance our new nursing pro- 
gram greatly,”” commented President 
Noonkester, ‘“‘but will add immeasur- . 
ably to all of the science disciplines 
of our school.” 

Dr. David Grunchy, head of Carey’s 
biology : department, and Mrs. Shir- 
ley Morrison, dean of the school at). 
nursing, spoke at the sansa 


message of the angels but also faith 


~<~tn- what the ‘child would do-~ 


The world came to celebrate - the 
birth of the Lamb of God. The visitors 
from the east that Matthew tells us 
about were not common men, but men 
seeking. They were seeking an expla- 
nation of the star but they came pre- 
pared for the royal birth of a child. 
When they found the simple family 
they still worshipped him. They found 
something greater than a mere child, 
the lamb of God. 

The Lamb of Ged in His Ministry 

John 1:28 


School, Auditorium, 


HEADQUARTERS 


_FOR ALL TYPES OF > 


School & Church Furniture 


@ Complete stock of chairs, tables, desks and 
furnishings for Classroom, Library, Sunday 


Scheol and Church use. 


John the Baptist, who foretold late 
tthe time~=~calendarof God; said-------~ 
that this man-that you see is the 
Lamb of God that takes away the’ 
sin of the world. 
Jesus made his life a sacrifice. He - 
truly was a living sacrifice. He died 
no differently from the way he lived. 
But his ministry was aimed at the 
time when his hour would come and he 
would die for the sins of the people. 
The Christmas message for our 
world is that Jesus is the lamb. of . 
God. He fulfilled Isaiah 53 and all the * 
hope of my heart for my life. 


Cafeteria and every 
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THE 


WHY TAKE LESS? 
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pagans D *AUy ond LABORATORY BENEFITS 
BLUE@CROSS 
BIVEWSHIELD | ¢amenomnt| 
offoce paottion, worry-free ¢ : 
pote fey me og BIVE@CROSS 


BIVE¥SHIELD 


GIVES BROADER PROTECTION 
AGAINST THE COST OF 
LONG TERM ILLNESS 


Medical takes up where your 
basic contract leaves off and 
fills in gaps, covering expenses 
such as surgeon's fees, drugs, 
private-duty nursing, out-patient 
hospital services, blood, 

blood plasma, and many 
other necessary expenses. 


2.X-RAY AND LABORATORY 
BENEFITS (OUT-PATIENT) — 
at the hospital or in the 
doctor’s onnice. 


r- 
| 
| 
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Enjoy complete 
protection with 


Master: 
| llaalih 


Endorsement 


ce ee ee A 


Blue Cross - Biue Shield ~. 
Dept. NG 
Post t Office Box 1043 - Jackson, Mississippi 39205 


You alelel mie) °) 218 mere) 


BUILING SAVINGS, INC 


PHONE FR 


3. ACCIDENT CARE BENEFITS — 
provides up to $300 without 
deductibles, or'wajting periods 
for emergency treatment at the 
hospital-or-in- the doctor's office: 


This important comprehensive 
package should be a part of 
every person’s health care 
program. 


Contact Blue Cross - Blue Shield 
today and a representative will 
call Orryou to explain how this 
wital coverage protects-you from 

the costs of major ilinesses.. — 


ro 


’ 
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Missionaries, Money, and Lottie Moon 


Thursday, December _18, 1969 


_.are_concerned (as compared to area... 


THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT at Woman's Missionary Union headquarters in 
Birmingham, Alabama, is captured in the little black trunk which belonged 
to Lottie Moon. Mrs. W. W. Adams (left), missionary emeritus, and Mrs. 


Lucy Ayers Pitman, daughter of the 


first Southern Baptist medical mission- 


ory, both knew Miss Moon well, as the three served together in China. 


Mrs. Adams and her husband had 


possessions after the exhausted missionary died 
~~Adams later gave the mementoes to WMU.—— 


fi See, 


Ellisville State Choir Si 


the job of disposing of miss Moon's 


; 


ngs AtU nion 


PICTURED is the Ellisville State School Choir, under the direction of Miss 


Lane Wigington (left of U. S. Flag), 


as they prepared for a Dec. 7 musical 


concert in the auditorium of First Baptist Church Mission, Union. Rev. Chester 
Estes, Jr., pastor, says, ‘I wish that all our churches could have this fine 
choir in their services just’ one time in 1970." 


Mt. Zion Church, Rankin County, 
celebrated its 10th anniversary Sun- 
day, Dec. 7 with a dedication service 
and dinner in fellowship hall. 


Mt. Zion was organized Dec. 7, 1959, 
with 46 members. At the time it was 


meeting in its first permanent build- 


ing. It had previously been meeting in 
the homes of several members — Mr. 
and Mrs. Fred Byrd, Mr. and Mrs. 
Marvin Lewis, Mr. and Mrs. Maynard 
Lewis, Mr. and Mrs. John Crain, and 
others. 


On the same day the church was or- 
ganized, Maynard Lewis, Marvin Lew: 
is, and Joseph Brinson were ordained 
as deacons. 

Shortly after its organization, the 
church called Rev. Glynn Wiggins as 
pastor. 


Rev. Kenneth Pickens was called 


as pastor on May 28, 1961. A motion 
was passed Sept. 6, 1961 that the chur- 


a et 
~» Clarke College Class Visits Ba 
IN feligious education from Clarke 
f of religious education, visited Baptist points of interest 
inns cates chapel of Baptist Bui 
* tr program sponsored 
of the Convention “Board a 
life and work. Therman V. Bryant, department associate, di- 


Mt. Tum Dedicates Building 


ch borrow money and pay off the debt 
on the first building (top photo) and 
start construction of a new building 
(bottom photo.) In November, 1964, 
the church purchased the present pas- 
torium. In May, 1966 the church call- 
ed Rev. Johnnye Jones, who served 
as pastor until Sept, 1968. In Oct. 1968, 
they called Rev. T. C. Pinson as pas- 
tor. At this time the church began 
participating in the Southern Baptist 
Minister Protection Plan. 

During the last few years the chur- 
ch has had serving as Ministers of 
Music the following: Billy H. Thomas, 
E.C; Harpe, and Ronald Tullos. Each 
year the church observes Youth Week, 
the first was held in April 23, 1961 with 
Betty Jo Byrd, Troy Grantham and 
James Lee Crain as speakers. Mt. 
Zion Church has 87 resident mem - 
bers, of which 36 are tithers. The inj 


; Come for the past church year was 


| $12,972. 


tist Building 
lege, led by Dr. C. H. 
. The tour 


Coopera- 
in which the students 
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Deacons Busy 
At Ist, Boyle 


At First Church, Boyie, a deacon ~ 


heads the new Missions Committee 
and already plans are being discussed 
for the formation of a new mission 
and then a church. A group of 25-39 
people are meeting in a home each 
Tuesday evening for prayer service. 
A tentative location has been selected 
for the mission and plans to secure 
the necessary leadership are under- 
way. 

A new Evangelistic Committee is 
at work and a census is being taken of 
the entire area. This information wij) 
be tabulated and used in a forhtcom. 
ing revival, 

Recently the deacons voted to spon- 
sor a revival in mid-winter. They will 
select the evangelist, the music lead- 
er, the instrumentalists, and other 
leaders. The revival will be peculiar 
insofar as church-centered revivals 


wide crusades) in that a prayer evan- 
gelist will be selected te spend a week 
in preparing the church for the com- 
ing of the evangelist and the week of 
services. : 

The Youth Committee, headed by a 
deacon, will begin studying for a new 
youth program to be initiated \Soon. 
The new program will be one that wil!) 
provide entertainment, but will also 
offer the challenge of Christian sery- 
ice. 

On a recent Sunday eleven of the 
twelve deacons and their wives were 
present for the evening services. At 
a recent meeting of the pastor with 
the deacons and their wives it was 


agreed to initiate a weekly visitation — 


program, At the conclusion of the eve- 
ning service recently the pastor asked 
that all those who would like to join 
a new “Army of The Lord” move- 
ment by dedicating themselves to 
complete surrender ‘and service come 
to the front of the church. The dea- 
cons and their wives were observed 
to be among the to respond. 


Southern Hills Calls 


Youth Director 


Rev. John Patterson, a junior 
at Mississippi College, has accepted 
the call of Southern. Hills Baptist 
Church, Jackson, to become youth di- 
rector. < 

He has served as youth director at 
First Church Fayette, and as interim 
Pastor of the church at Lake. 

He is agraduate of Clarke College. 
Rev. David T. Cranford is pastor of 
Southern Hills. 


James B. McElroy directed the 
Chancel Choir of Forest Church De- 
cember 14 in the presentation of por- 
tions of Handel’s ‘‘Messiah."’ Charlies 
Palmer was organist and Mrs. D. R. 
Gibson, Jr. pianist. Soloists were Mrs. 
Fred Gaddis, Jr., Mrs. Thomas Col- 
bert, suprano; Mrs. Jimmy Rogers 
Mrs. Jerry Bustin, alto; Jack Kihn, 
alto; Curlee Green, bass. 


Rev. Woodrow Burt of Newton has 
accepted a call.to become pastor of 
New Fellowship. Jasper County. He 


leaves Lawrence 
Church, Newton 
County, where he 


has been pastor since 
December, 1967. Mr. 
Burt serves Clarke 
College as admissions 
counselor, debate 
coach, and youth 
team _ sponsor. A 
. Braduate of Newton 
High School, Clarke College, and Mis- 
sissippi College he served with the 
Home Mission Board as student sum- 
mer missionary in California in 1966. 
Rev. Charles Burnham was or- 
dained to thé gospel ministry.on No- 
vember 23, at Union Church in Rankin 

a .- County, with the pas- 
tor, Rev, Russell 
Neron, giving the 
_charge and present- 


candidate. The ordi- 
nation sermon was 
delivered by -Rev. 
Leo Timms, pastor 
of Beulah Church, 
Scott County. Rev. 
Johnny Jones, pastor of Puckett 


Church, Rankin “County, gave the> 


charge to the church, where Mr. Burn- 
ham made his life dedication at the 
age of 16. Mr. Burnham, pastor of 
Faith Baptist Church in Leake Coun- 
ty, where he has served since Octo- 
ber 1, 1969 is married to the former 
Shirley Phillips of Pearl. The Burn- 
hams reside in Newton, where they 


are both students at Clarke College. 


Cantata At Plymouth 
Plymouth ‘Church Choir, Columbus, 
will present the Christmas Cantata 
titled: “‘Christiis Born;”~December 21 
at 7:00 p.m. The choir is directed by 
Grover Fairchild, with Mrs. Fairchild 
at the piano. The pastor, Rev.- Clyde 
H. Wroten, extends an invitation to 
the public. . . 


s 


ing..a-Bibleto the — 


“Whiskey At The Wheel” 

NASHVILLE — Marse Grant, editor 
of the ‘Biblical Recorder,” Baptist 
state paper for North Carolina, shows 
a copy of his new book to Col. Edwin 
C. Guy, commanding officer.,of the 
North Carolina State Highway Patrol. 


_The book, to be released Jan. ¥ by ' 
-Broadman..Press,.is_‘‘Whiskey-.at-the-—...--- 


Wheel: The Scandal of Driving and 
Drinking."’ Guy -is recognized as one 
of America’s foremost experts on the 
Breathalyzer, which Grant discusses 
in detail in his book. 


Former Carey 


Professor Dies 


The funeral for Dr, John C. Mc- 
Graw, former professor of William 
Carey College, was held last Monday 
in Abilene, Texas with Dr. L. O. Har- 
ris, Chairman of the Hardin - Sim- 
mons University Bible Depart - 
ment, officiating. i 
._Dr._ McGraw, 61, chairman of the 
Division of Social Studies of the His- 
tory Department at Hardin - Simmons 
since 1967 died at 12:50 a.m. Saturday 
in Hendrick Memorial Hospital. 

He received thé B.-A. degree froni 
Howard Payne College and the Mas- 


Aer of Arts from Hardin - Simmons 


University. He held the PH.D. 
Texas Tech, Lubbock, Texas. 
Survivors include his wife, two sons, 
Dr. James Carroll McGraw of Seattle, 
Wash., and John Gordon McGraw of 
Fort Worth, Tex., one daughter, Win- 
nie Jensey McGraw of Houston, and 
five sisters, and two grandchildren. 


from 


50th Anniversary 

On December 21, Rev. J. H. Street 
of Newton will observe the 50th anni 
versary of his ordination, in services 
at Pine Grove Church, Benton Coun- 
ty, Rev. E. A. Autry, pastor. He was 
ordained to the ministry by this chur- 
ch on December 21, 1919. 


' _jsheer joy. 


“t.. 


Victory Heights Missiory To Hold First Servicesl 


Rev. Ronnie Wilburn, pastor of Vjc- 
4ory Heights Mission, Cleveland, hag 


anounced that the new mission will ~ 


conduct first Sunday services Decem- 


+ ber 14. The morning worship service 


will be held at 11:00 a.m:and the Sun- 
ber 14. The morning worship service 
will be held at 11:00 a.m. and the Sun- 
day school at 10:00 a.m. Training 
Union will begin at 6:00 p.m. and th 
evening worship hour at 7°°° 1. A 
dinner on the grounds wil) .e  cjvyed 
at the conclusion of the morning, wor- 
ship hour.. 

This ngw mission, from First Chur 
ch,’ Boyle, has been meeting for week- 
orary building has been secured on 
Highway 61. 

The church will become a part of 


Devotional 


magne 


: Bolivar 


jiation. They have. call- 
ed Rev. Ronnie Wilburn as their {irst 
full - time pastor He has served as as- 
sociate pastor for missions from First 
Church, Boyle for several months. 

There is a marked contrast between 
the appearance of people in their 
fifties and older who have been drink-- 
ing cocktails daily over, a period of 
years compared to those who have 
been very moderate or abstinent, said 
Amy Vanderbilt in a recent column 
in the Birmingham Post Herald. The 
women drinkers look older; the men 
often show facia! puffiness, obesity, 
lack. of muscle tone and lessening 
alertness. 


Christmas Country 
eS __By Tom W. Dunlap, pastor, First, Natchez: 0. 
“For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Saviour, 


who is Christ the Lord.”—Luke 2:11 


When do we get te Christmas: How much further to Christmas: 


As I: 


have previously stated, Christmas begins with the Individual, then- moves 
into the ‘‘Church Circle’ and finally moves down into the Family Circle 
and again to the Individual. 
Jesus Christ. 


This brings us to our personal relationship to 


In Christmas Country there is the OUTSIDE OF CHRIST- 
MAS. It might be called the Color of Christmas. . .gaily 
wrapped gifts of Nostalgia—solacing reminders of gentler 
days--to warm the hearts of sentimental friends—those al- 
most forgotten experiences of other times and other places, 
surprises and amusements to give those who delight in 
CHRISTMAS COUNTRY and actually believe in 
of nostalgia a real sense of joy. 

There is the sound of Christmas in the Outside of Christ- - 
mas. Carols playing in the Stores, Christmas Carols heard 
over the public address systems in the streets, the sound 


the magic 
me 


of bells at the Salvation Army Booth on the street, the sound of' voices of 
well known Friends that are now a bit higher in the excitement of the fact 
that it is not much further to Christmas. The gaiety is one of cheer and 


* 


‘Finally, we come to the INSIDE OF CHRISTMAS. The members of the 
family who have gone to their Eternal Reward have had their graves deco- 
rated with an artificial floral arrangement. Now, all the living members of 
the family are gathered under the same old roof again. Late at night a Fa- 
ther or a Mother will slip into the room of a son or a daughter and look 
once again at the sleeping form of a beloved ‘one and. will thank God for 
His Unspeakable Gift of His own Son as Saviour and for the gift.of a Child 
to the Family—When this happens Christmas is here and the journey to 


Christmas is over. 


Perhaps there are no Children in the home—it becomes necessary for 
some to go to a Cathedral late at night to worship, for others it will suffice 
to go to our own little Church and worship and give thanks in the still of 
the night. For others the mafter of worship can be accomplished by going 
_to the smallest Mission Known about, for it is here that we meet our God 
and feel the presence of the Holy Spirit. _ 

It doesn’t matter whether it is Cathedral, Church or Mission, the meet- 
ing of the Spirit of Man with the Holy. spirit of God is the important mat- 
ter. When these Spirits meet and are pnited, it becomes “Glory to God in 
the Highest and peace.on Earth and good will towards all men."' Then we 
have reached Christmas Country. Christmas is a Reality—Christ Lives and 


reigns in ys. “Glory to God-in the Highest’’! 


Mrs. Roland Q. Leavell was honored 
by the William Carey College Alumni 
Association on Saturday, December 6, 
during Homecoming Activities with 
the ‘Outstanding Alumnus .of the 
Year” award. It was presented to her 
at the annual Homecoming tuneheon 
by president of ‘the college, Dr, J. 
Ralph Noonkester, who paid tribute 
to Mrs. Leavell as ‘‘the epitomy of 
gracious, Christian womanhood." He 
spoke at length of her contributions 
to the denomination both as an indi- 
vidual and as the wife of one of the 
greatest of Southern Baptist leaders. 
Mrs. Leavell, the former Lilian Yar- 
borough, is a former resident of Mis- 
sissippi and was a trustee. on the 
Board of Trustees: of William Carey 
College in 1962-3. She is the mother 
of three outstanding daughters, each 
of whom is married to a Christian 
minister, She graduated from Wil- 
liam Carey College in 1923 when the 
school was known as Mississippi 
Woman's College. 


Kenneth Wayne Moore, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. William E. Moore, Sr., was 
licensed to the ministry by Arbor 
Grove Church, Hous- 
ton, Chickasaw  As- 


> ,Sociation, Sunday, 
December 7. He is 
| Married to Janice 


Martin, daughter of 
, Mr. and Mrs. Charlie 

_ Martin, Houston, Mr. 
Moore's plans are at 
present to enter 
Clarke College in the 
will be available for 


David W. Young, director of the 


choir at Main Street Church, Good- | 


man, announces that Main Street 


Church presented an annual Christ- 
mas service December 14, in music 
and scripture, on the theme, “The 
Birth, Death, and Resurrection of 
Christ.’’ Mr. Young is instructor in 
instrumentation and director of bands 
at Holmes Junior College. Specially 
featured on the program were Marion 
Ousley. Mrs. David W, Young, Mrs. 
Robert Garfison, Mrs. Robert John- 
son, and Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Carley. 


Melita Ann Shoemaker presénted 
her fourth piano and organ recital on 
Sunday, December 14 at First Church, 
Clara. She was pre- 
sented by her teach- 
er (aunt), Mrs. Jack 
Carter. N. L. Shoe. 
maker, Jr., her fa- 
ther, and N. L, Shoe- 
maker, III, her broth- 
er, joined her with 
one number on twin- 
trumpets. Vivian 
Dean, soloist, sang 
two numbers. Melita, 15, a sophomore 
at Clara High School, has won many 
honors in music, the last of which was 
accompanist for the State Baptist 
Youth Ensemble. She is organist for 
her church and teaches nine piano 
students. Rev, David Edenfield is pas- 
or of the Clara Church. 
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